American Council of the Blind of Indiana, A.C.B.I.
Board meeting, January 31, 2009
Via Teleconference
Our first meeting of 2009 was held by teleconference at 10:15  am morning of January 31.  Members present: Don Koors, John Huffman, Edie Huffman, Deanna Austin, Lynn Powers, Dolly Sowder,  Russell McNeely, Sue L’Esperance, and Freddie Edwards. Gerry Koors, Mike Bowman, Connie Bowman, and Bashir Masoodi, were excused, and Bob Easterling were not present. 
Dolly moved, with Don ? seconding, to approve the minutes as submitted.  Treasurer’s report was received, with the addition of a transfer to the Hofstetter Endowment account after December 31, 2008.  No vote is needed for that.  Don mentioned that the amount of interest from the regular endowment account was less than previously.  The interest will be computed slightly differently.  Hofstetter report was received.  The car project generated $4,459.05 in 2008, which was one of the best years ever.  Our web site will likely increase donations, and the car project company will give us some content for our web site.  No news on Ardis Dobson fund; John needs to finish writing information for colleges/universities.  The fund raising letter has raised in excess of the $1,100 budgeted in 2008.The operating budget for 2009 was adopted.  Additional funds are available if needed during the year in connection with the upcoming convention, since it is in Indianapolis and will therefore be more expensive, or web site development.  John thanked the committee, consisting of Don, Dolly, Mike Bowman and Russell McNeely.
A vote was taken by email, the board deciding that A.C.B.I.’s 2009 annual convention will be held on Friday evening and Saturday, October 30 and 31, at the Marten House on Indianapolis’s north side.   A number of themes were mentioned for the convention; Dolly moved, Edie seconding, the board adopted the theme  of  “ENVISIONING THE FUTURE THROUGH A.C.B.I.” , the  board.  Since the convention will be in Indianapolis, home of the 500, we are looking into the option of arranging a tour of the Speedway Museum for participants who want to arrive early enough on Friday to take part.  Discussion ensued, and it was decided that it be added to the registration form with the proviso that if there was not sufficient interest, the tour would not take place.
Suggested programs for the convention include the following:
· Friday

· Students from ISBVI – Don will take care of this.
· Short business meeting Friday evening to receive the nominating committee’s report and get the nominations on the floor.
· Don suggested inviting Eric Bridges of ACB – John will make contact with Eric.  Lynn Powers mentioned that he had spoken at the Ohio convention and gave him a favorable review.  We can ask him to speak Friday and Saturday
· We will contact the mayor’s office to draft a proclamation, if possible, perhaps with someone from the office coming to read it – John will do this. 
· Memorial program to be developed by Deanna Austin, Gerry Koors and John.
.
· Saturday

· Michael Dalrymple contacted John to offer a program from the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission – John will talk to Michael.
· Lylas Mogk, a specialist in macular degeneration in Michigan - Deanna will contact her.
· Business meeting on Saturday morning to receive reports and complete nominations and elections for office; four officers and three board members.  Don mentioned that all officers are eligible to run for another term.

· Vendors will come into the meeting room to introduce themselves.
· Vendors will have block of time, as usual.

· Edie Huffman suggested an exercise or body awareness program.  Don mentioned that Ball State University had a professor in adaptive physical education, who has recently retired.  His position has now been filled, so that might be a possibility – Don would be willing to contact BSU for that.
Don mentioned that snacks were very expensive, and,  based on the partial consumption at Spring Mill, he suggested that we not order them.  Rooms will be $79 a night plus 16% tax.  There will be a breakfast buffet, and we may decide just to choose one meat entrée and a vegetarian plate.  Food will be very available.

The board reviewed a suggested draft of projected contents for a new web site.  This is a “work in progress” and will be further modified.  Discussion ensued regarding various information that should be included, including a write-up about the Pat Price award, information about the organization, whether alerts for action should be posted there, if local, chapter information and news should be added. Bob Easterling has offered to be the webmaster, to load items, keep the statewide information current, with other people being “content champions’, to keep particular areas current and create documents.  Don moved “that we move ahead in accordance with the general guidelines that the committee has suggested to the board and that we begin to then load basic content of the organization that is currently relevant at first”, the committee has done a lot of research and take budgeting action as needed. Sue seconded.  The motion passed.  

An  800 # was briefly discussed, with it going to voicemail and achieve by the time the website is mounted.
Don mentioned that both Pat and Marvin Price were in the hospital and not doing well.  

February 15 is the deadline for the Focus; please get items to Bonnie by then.

John discussed Senate Bill 14, which requires that early voting locations meet the same accessibility standards as Election Day polling sites.  He wants to be able to discuss this with his senator, suggesting that others do the same.  Don suggested that John write a letter on behalf of ACBI, that the organization approves it and recommends its passage, as individuals can do.  Don moved, Russ seconding, that ACBI endorse the passage of Senate Bill 14 and that we encourage our senators and representatives to vote for it.  Motion passed.
He also mentioned that the “Quiet Cars Bill”, the bill to study noise emission standards for hybrids, has been reintroduced in the United States House of Representatives, as HB734.  It has been endorsed by ACB.  He encouraged board members to contact their representatives to sign on as co-sponsors.  John will write an article for Focus on Political Science 101, to educate people on how to contact their elected representatives.  He also encouraged board members to talk to friends and relatives to contact their representatives, state and federal.    Don mentioned that the 21st Century Telecommunications Bill will be another issue people will take to the Hill at the ACB legislative seminar.  Calling representatives may be better than writing, since mail is still being screened.  John read said he had read that faxing a letter is highly recommended, more than writing and mailing letter.
John will attend the ACB President’s meeting and Don will attend the ACB legislative seminar in February.

Dolly mentioned the Louis Braille dollar coin.  The $10 fee for the coin will go to the National Federation of the Blind.  Congress chose not to share the profits of the sales with other organizations that work with services for people who are blind or visually impaired in terms of literacy (ACB was not including itself in the listing).  The initial legislation did not indicate any organization receiving a fee, nor was a fee mentioned.

Other meeting dates set for 2009:

· The April 25 board meeting, originally planned as face-to-face, will be held via teleconference instead (Edie will be in Louisville for a test, making transportation difficult).  

· Saturday, July 25, face-to-face at the Indiana State Library, and 
· October 24 via teleconference.  
· All meetings begin at 10:00 a.m. Eastern Time, 9:00 a.m. Central.
Adjourned at approximately 12:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Edythe Huffman, Secretary
