 THIRTY- FIFTH ANNUAL CONVENTION

OF THE

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF THE BLIND OF INDIANA, INC.

RAMADA INN COLUMBUS
COLUMBUS, INDIANA

SEPTEMBER 8 AND 9, 2006
The theme of the convention was “
Let your voice be heard with ACBI”.
Friday, Sept. 8 evening session

 ACBI  President Gerry Koors called the Convention to order with welcoming remarks.  Mike Bowman delivered the invocation.  Introductions of conventioneers were made and a brief business meeting was held.  

The nominating committee (consisting of John Huffman, chair, Connie Bowman and Mike Sowder) made its report, presenting the following names for nomination as board members to serve 3 years beginning January 1, 2007.  They are: Robert Easterling, Columbus; Sue L’Esperance, Columbia City; and Russell McNeely, Indianapolis.  

These programs then followed.
Jimmy Cole and Alyssa Gourley, students at Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired and Judy Reynolds and Al Lovati, teachers, spoke about various student activities and programs at the school.  There is a chapter of Leos, (student Lions) which is affiliated with the Nora/Washington Township Lions and they worked at the Indiana State Fair Lions’ corn stand, students worked with a Rose Hulman engineering class to design and evaluate products for people who are blind or visually impaired, students visited St. Paul’s Hermitage and worked with the elderly residents in gardening, games, singing and other intergenerational activities.  It was a great presentation by the students and very inspiring as to the community service and involvement of today’s youth.

The evening concluded with an informal time of games, refreshments and conversation among conventioneers.
Saturday, Sept. 9
Invocation: John Huffman; business meeting

Secretary Edie Huffman read minutes of ACBI’s 2005 convention, which were approved by the assembly.  

Treasurer Don Koors then read the 2005 treasurer’s report.  As of January 1, 2005, there was $1,431.37 in the checking account, $4,844.49 in the savings account and $24,832.34 in the endowment accounts, for a total of $31,108.20.  As of December 31, there was $1,571.26 in the checking account, $5,552.45 in the savings account and $26,181.35 in the endowments accounts for a total of $33,305.06.  The report was accepted.
Don then reported on the Henry W. Hofstetter Opportunity Grant Fund.  On January 1, 2005 the balance in the general fund was $3,133.00, on December 31 $4,133.00.  The Opportunity Grant Endowment Fund balance on January 1, 2005 was $7,164.89, on December 31 $7,770.25.  These totals are included in the endowment accounts.  The report was accepted.
The car project report was given.  We received $2,173.25.  The report was accepted.
John Huffman presented the slate again for elections.  Additional nominations were solicited, none being offered, nominations were closed.  Dolly Sowder making the motion, Mike Bowman seconding, the secretary was instructed to cast a unanimous ballot for bob Easterling, Sue L’Esperance, and Russell McNeely.

Amendment to bylaw 4, subsection d was presented.  It reads as follows: "D. All elected members of the Board of Directors, including officers, shall have as a duty regular attendance at all Board meetings. Any member who fails to attend more than three (3) consecutive meetings without good cause, as determined by the Board, shall cease to be a member, and the unexpired term

shall be filled as set forth in Article IV, Section E. of the Constitution."

It will be voted on in the afternoon business meeting.  

Roll call was then taken.  
The first program was Joe McLain, administrator, Help American Vote Act (HAVA), Indiana Secretary of State’s Office.  He gave a thorough presentation of the act’s history and the implementation in Indiana.  He emphasized that all counties have been given a share of $40 million to spend on accessible machines and that, if you experience a problem, you should contact 866-461-8683 or complete a grievance form on the website of the Secretary of State’ election page.  There were questions and answers and it was a much appreciated program.
The vendors then introduced themselves and described their exhibits, which conventioneers then visited.

Following lunch and an additional session of exhibit visiting, the next program was given by Linda Pratt, Clinical Research Coordinator, Department of Ophthalmology, Retinal Service and Macular Degeneration, School of Medicine, Indiana University, Indianapolis on current methods of treating eye diseases affecting the retina.  She shared with us many of the latest methods of treatment for eye conditions affecting the retina.  This new information led to many questions and much lively discussion.
The final program was an update on services available to the blind and visually impaired, presented by Michael Hedden, director, Vocational Rehabilitation Services and Greg Jinks, Director, Blind and Visually Impaired Services, State of Indiana.  They spoke about the vending program and the repromulgation of rules regarding the vending program, Randolph-Shephard  review by federal authorities, and the activities in various titles of federal acts involving services to older adults and other services for people who are blind and visually impaired.  This session also generated numerous questions and free-wheeling discussion.

Don Koors then announced that $188.00 had been collected for the Hank Hofstetter Fund.
Door prizes were distributed.
There being no further business, the 35th Annual Convention of the American Council of the Blind of Indiana was adjourned at 5:08 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

EDYTHE HUFFMAN, Secretary
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