Minutes of the 37th annual conference of the American Council of the Blind of Indiana, held September 12-14 at the Spring Mill State Park, Mitchell, Indiana.
On Friday, September 12, Mayor Dan Terrell of Mitchell welcomed the convention attendees to Mitchell and the Spring Mill State Park, one of the nicest Indiana state parks.

Convention attendees introduced themselves.

The nominating committee (consisting of Gerry Koors, chair, Dolly Sowder and Freddie Edwards) made its report, placing Connie Bowman, Freddie Edwards and Bashir Masoodi in nomination for positions on the board.  Voting will take place on Saturday, Sept. 13.
Al Lovati and Allie Buchanan, teachers at the Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired, introduced the students and student teachers in attendance.  The students spoke about their experiences at ISBVI.

Brian Petraits, Senior Manager of Industries, Bosma Enterprises graduate of Purdue University and past recipient of ACB scholarships, delivered an inspirational speech, talking about his college experience and the important role of Bosma as a national model for employment and services for people who are blind or visually impaired.

Deanna Austin demonstrated ACB radio, then led the group in a game of Outburst, followed by networking.

On Saturday, Jill Vance, a naturalist at Spring Mill, spoke about the park’s history and current features and services, including a Nature Center, memorial to Gus Grissom (Hoosier astronaut), memorial to Alexander Wilson (North America’s first ornithologist), pioneer cemetery, Pioneer Village with heritage interpreters, caves, lake and wetlands.
The business meeting was then held.  The minutes were approved as read, as were the financial reports.  The beginning balance in each account as of 1/1/2007 was Checking Account $1.561.71, Savings Account $3,271.50 and Endowment Accounts $31,165.65  for a total of $35,998.86, including donations of $3,030.00 to the Ardis Dobson fund. The balances as of 12/31/2007 were Checking Account $3,403.93, Savings Account $6,422.78, and Endowment Accounts 31,104.41, for a total of $40,931.12.     
The Hank Hofstetter Opportunity Grant Fund, included in the Endowment Accounts, consisted of 4,683.00 in the General Fund and $8,259.67 in the Endowment Fund on January 1, 2007, with balances of 3,683.00 and $9,495.37 on Dec. 31, 2007.  $1,000 in award money was disbursed.
 Hank Hofstetter was a long-time treasurer of ACBI as well as an internationally renowned dean of the Indiana University School of Optometry.  The fund, named for him, provides monies for people who are blind or visually impaired who need extra money for educational or employment or self-employment expenses which cannot be covered otherwise.
The nominating committee again presented the proposed slate of board members.  Nominations were then closed.  Connie Bowman, Freddie Edwards and Bashir Masoodi were unanimously elected.

Marianne Price of the Cornea Research Foundation of America discussed new treatments in restoring certain types of vision loss.  She mentioned that the cornea is the only part of the eye which can be transplanted, a process first performed in 1905.  She detailed the research in various fields, including stem cells, relating to eye conditions.

The vendors present introduced themselves and convention attendees then toured the exhibits. 
79 people registered for the luncheon. The Hank Hostetter award was presented to Edie Huffman, the Pat Price award to Don Koors.

Brenda Dillon, the 2nd vice president of ACB, a resident of Hermitage, Tennessee, spoke.  She provided updates of various initiatives of ACB including the fact that the Department of the Treasury has decided not to contest a court ruling regarding tactile currency, an ACB resolution regarding quiet cars, and Social Security’s slow progress in providing accessible communication.  Her theme was “dream”.  D is for discover, develop, discover and delegate.  R is for research and recruit.  E for energize and enthusiastic.  A for assess (being flexible), appreciate, and acknowledge.  M for motivate, mentor and modify.  She also discussed her experiences with the Braille notetaker and Victor Stream.
Albert Anderson was given an official farewell as he will be returning to Illinois after his retirement in late September.

It was announced that $240 was collected for the Hank Hofstetter fund. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:05 pm.

Saturday evening concluded with a variety of activities including visits to Pioneer Village, walks in the beautiful park, watching the described version of the movie Field of Dreams and a hymn sing, led by Brenda and Dan Dillon.

The memorial service was held on Sunday morning.  The names of the following people were read and their lives were celebrated.
Maurice Brockman

Karen Bilber

Patricia Frances Jane Feiger

Melba Huebner

Paul Humes

Walter Johnson

Walter Koffenberger

Sue Lovengilo

Dorothy Ray Lingerfelter

Norma Louallen

Josephine Price

Crispus Roberts

Robert Short

Ruth  Slate

Jim Sweet

Marie Sweet

Ray Warren

Elsie Rines

President Huffman then adjourned the convention.
Respectfully submitted.

Edythe Huffman, secretary
