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From Your President

By John Huffman


ACBI Committees Seek Your Help
Under its bylaws, ACBI has three key functions, which are to be cared for by standing committees or others appointed for the purpose.

Membership:  The president is required to appoint a state Membership chairman.  Duties are not defined, and at this time there are no provisions for other committee members to assist in the work.  These matters will be addressed by future ACBI conventions and boards of directors.

Resolutions:  Resolutions adopted by the annual convention are the principal means by which the organization adopts and disseminates public positions on key issues - legislative, environmental, etc. - affecting the blind and visually-impaired community.  When properly communicated to concerned state and local officials and the public, they are also an effective tool for raising awareness of ACBI, its activities and stances on such issues.

Under the bylaws, the president is to appoint a resolutions committee which “shall receive and prepare resolutions to be considered at its opening meeting in conjunction with the ensuing state convention.”  The committee is to consist of a chairperson and at least four additional members.  Resolutions adopted by a state convention become the official policies and position statements of ACBI.

Audit:  Annual or periodic audits of its financial records are the means by which the organization assures the accuracy and completeness of those records and assures  members that it is using funds to meet the objectives of ACBI.  According to the bylaws, “An auditing committee of three individual American Council of the Blind of Indiana members shall be elected annually by the Board of Directors. Members of this committee shall not hold any other elective office and shall serve until their successors have been elected.”

To be effective, all these functions need to involve committed ACBI members in addition to the elected officers and directors.  In the case of audits, this is a requirement.   
Of course, the officers and board need to stay closely in touch with the work and the members who carry it out.

If you are interested in assisting with one of these important functions, I want to talk with you.  My contact information appears near the front of every issue of this newsletter. Come!  Join the team and help make ACBI a stronger, more effective and more inclusive organization!

North Central Chapter

By Sandy Lingofelter


On September 26th, eighteen friends and guests enjoyed the Annual Hot Dog Roast at Sandy and Kenny Lingofelter’s home.  The weather was fantastic and we had a beautiful evening.

Our annual Christmas Party will be held on Tuesday December 8 at 

6:30 pm at the Old Country Buffet Restaurant.  Please contact Sandy at 574-848-4010 if you would like to attend.  We hope you can all attend.

We wish you a very happy and safe holiday season.  Remember to keep in touch!

SCAVI Chapter
By Rita Kersh


Our September meeting was an informative one. Our distinguished guests from Bosma, Kim Sams, Community Outreach Coordinator and Lisa Cox, Volunteer Coordinator, were full of information for our members.  Our members seemed to benefit from Lisa’s talk, which gave us her struggles as a visually impaired mother.  Their visit was very much appreciated.

 

At this same meeting, we had a bit of a celebration.  We celebrated Mike and Dolly Sowder’s 19th wedding anniversary, which was the following day.  Mike and Dolly were genuinely surprised and very grateful.  A small cake was given to the couple and the rest of the members were treated with a decorated cupcake.

Our October meeting will feature a local historian, Ron Bell, who has written books about the history of Lawrence County.  He’ll entertain us with a look back at the early days in Bedford.

 

October is our annual White Cane Awareness Day activity.  We’ll be setting up our custom made white cane with attached bucket and a table, which will be full of useful handouts.  We’ll welcome donations that will be collected in our white cane bucket.

 

Of course, those members who are able to attend the state convention will be loading up and hitting the highway.  We look forward to seeing friends and taking part in the activities and learning lots.  Oh, be on the look-out for the SCAVI booth.  We’re having a fun raffle.

 

Our November meeting should be quite interesting considering our topic will be self defense and protection.  One of Bedford’s finest, Officer Joe Fender, will be our guest and teach us how to be safer as visually impaired consumers.
Of course, we’ll wind up our year with a wonderful Christmas party at the Englewood Baptist Church fellowship hall.  We’re appreciative of the church members for allowing us to use their nice facility.  
Hopefully, this year we’ll have more participants and it won’t be snowing like last year.
ACBI 2010 

State Convention 

Here is the first information about ACBI’s coming 2010 State convention:

Site Location 


South Bend, IN 

Dates

September 17-18, 2010 
Location 

South Bend Marriott & 
and Century Center 

Marriott Room Rates:


$89.00 single/double


plus 11% current tax

$98.79 room rate with current tax
Look for more information in future issues of the Focus as plans take shape.  As always, if you have suggestions for possible speakers or events to create an outstanding convention experience, please share them with an officer or board member.
              Book Angel Program 

     for Visually Impaired Children
               www.seedlings.org
Register your child for 2 free books! This program was originally called "Anna's Book Angel Project" and was named in memory of the Director's 19-year-old daughter who was killed by a drunk driver in 2001. 

Each year, blind children who were registered received one free book in Anna's name.  Thanks to Seedlings' generous donors, blind children in the U.S. can now receive two free Braille books per year! To  register your child or student, go to seedlings.org/bkangel2009.php to fill out the form and wish list for free books.  
The Seedlings 2010 Catalog is now available. You can download the 
text file version from the website at www.seedlings.org or call 800-777-8552 to request a catalog. lease select 4 book choices from Seedlings' catalog (2 of which will be sent as time and materials allow). 

 Summary Of The ACBI Summer                                                  2009 Board Of Directors’ Meeting
                   By John Huffman
The summer Board of Directors’ meting took place at the Indiana State Library on August 15 (rescheduled from July 25).  Five members were unable to attend.  Three guests were also present, and Rita Kersh, SCAVI representative joined the meeting in progress.

The Board approved corrected minutes from the April 25 meeting and approved some realignment of investments to maximize yields in the current difficult economic 
climate.  The Executive Committee was given authority to evaluate and act on operator suggestions concerning advertisement of the vehicle donation project.

Most time was spent in settling program and other details for the annual ACBI convention to be held in Indianapolis on October 30 and 31.  If you attended the convention, you already know how those efforts turned out, if you were unable to attend, please see the “2009 Convention Roundup” elsewhere in this issue.

The Board voted to explore possibilities for next year’s convention in South Bend over Friday evening and Saturday, September 17-18, 2010.  We hope to announce location and cost details at this year’s convention. 
Note:  Since the Board meeting, these dates and location have been firmed up.  Look for more details in coming issues of the Focus.

It was reported that we now have a working website in operation at http://www.acb-indiana.org.  Site content is still under development.  Interested readers may visit the site and send comments/suggestions to me at j73.huffman@comcast.net.  Once site contents are updated and formatted, this will become the new web home of ACBI.

It was decided not to hold the board meeting scheduled for Saturday, October 24.  Once new officers and Directors are elected, a schedule of quarterly meetings will be developed for 2010.
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Sony Pictures Home

Entertainment Partners With

WGBH Media Access Group

To Deliver Descriptive Video

Service on Home Video Titles

Culver City, Calif. (Sept 3, 2009) - Sony Pictures Home Entertainment will partner with WGBH Media Access Group to release select film titles on DVD with Descriptive Video Service®, or DVS® as an optional feature for audiences who are blind or have low vision.  

Descriptive Video Service provides carefully crafted narration of key visual elements inserted into natural pauses in dialogue. Key visual elements are those which viewers with vision loss would ordinarily miss and include actions, costumes, gestures, facial expressions, scene changes and onscreen text. 

On DVD and Blu-rayT, the DVS track is an Audio option, listed alongside alternative languages, where the menu selection will read "English Audio Descriptive  Service."

The ability to enjoy movies with descriptive narration on DVD and Blu-ray DiscT is extremely important to the nation's 12 million movie fans with vision loss, and is the single most requested service of the Media Access Group. 

Among the first Sony Pictures Home Entertainment titles to be released with the description feature are The Taking of Pelham 123, The Ugly Truth, Julie & Julia and District 9.

Sony Pictures has been a leader over the last decade in providing descriptive audio for theatrical releases in movie theaters equipped with WGBH's Motion Picture Access, or MoPix® systems. Beginning in the fall of 2009, all Sony Pictures theatrical releases with descriptive audio will also include the feature when they arrive on DVD and Blu-ray Disc.

About The Media Access Group at WGBH - The Media Access Group at WGBH includes The Caption Center, the world's first captioning agency, founded in 1972; Descriptive Video Service (DVS), which has made television, film and video more accessible to blind and visually impaired audiences since 1990; and the Carl and Ruth Shapiro Family National Center for Accessible Media (NCAM), a research and development entity that builds on the success of WGBH's access service departments to make existing and emerging technologies more accessible.

Members of the Media Access Group's collective staff represent the leading resources and experts in their fields.

Additional information about the Media Access Group at WGBH can be found at:  
www.mediaaccessgroupwgbh.org 

The Media Access Group maintains a list of DVDs with DVS at this page of its site:  
http://main.wgbh.org/wgbh/pages
/mag/resources/accessible-
dvds.html

About Sony Pictures Home Entertainment - Sony Pictures Home Entertainment is a Sony Pictures Entertainment company. SPE is a division of Sony Corporation of America, a subsidiary of Tokyo-based Sony Corporation. SPHE's global operations encompass motion picture production and distribution; television production and distribution; digital contest creation
and distribution; worldwide channel 
investments; home entertainment acquisition and distribution; operation of studio facilities; development of new entertainment products, services and technologies; and distribution of filmed entertainment in 67 countries. Sony Pictures Entertainment can be found on the World Wide Web at :

www.sonypictures.com 
PenFriend Audio Labeller


Easily record, and re-record, information using this versatile, pocket-sized, easy-to-use product and the self-adhesive labels. You can instantly play back the recordings anywhere simply using the PenFriend - no computer required.

Use to label: food items, including freezer items, film and music collections, household objects or even to organize letters and other paperwork as well as record shopping lists or leave audio messages.

It can also be used as a portable notetaker, record your message and keep track of it by placing the allocated label in a small notebook or in your diary.

Use in school to label classroom equipment and resources and pupils can organize their coursework.

Simply allocate one of the coded self-adhesive labels and record and store your message on the PenFriend. 

To playback, hold the PenFriend over the label - it announces recordings specific to each label. 

· there is no limit to the length of each message 
· the pen has up to 70 hours of     recording time available

· ability to download MP3 files including books and music if desired 

PenFriend can be found on line at www.independentliving.com and amazon.com.

Free Directory Assistance

Google's new 411 service is free, fast and easy to use. Give it a try and see how simple it is to find and connect for free. 

For business numbers, simply dial 1-800-466-4411 and state the location and type of business.  Google  411 will connect you at no cost.  Saying “details” after the prompt will give you the business location and phone number.  

For residential numbers, call 1-800 373-3411.  Wait for the advertisements and choose from the menu options.

By The President Of 
The United States Of America
A Proclamation
Blindness and visual impairment affect millions of Americans. Early diagnosis and timely treatment are critical to minimize vision loss from eye diseases as well as vision loss that is correctable with eye glasses or contact lenses. During Save Your Vision Week, I encourage all Americans to take action to protect their vision.

Unfortunately, most people have limited knowledge of blinding eye disorders. In a 2005 study by the National Eye Institute, part of the National Institutes of Health, only eight percent of respondents knew that glaucoma, a condition that can damage the optic nerve and cause vision loss and blindness, strikes without early warning. Similarly, only 11 percent knew that diabetic eye disease also begins as a silent vision threat.

Several demographic groups are at higher risk for visual impairment, including teenagers, diabetics, Hispanics, African Americans, and the economically disadvantaged. Older Americans are more susceptible to eye conditions such as age-related macular degeneration, diabetic retinopathy, and glaucoma. Children need regular vision screenings because vision disorders left untreated during childhood can lead to permanent visual impairment during adulthood.

Still, eye disease knows no bounds, and every American should take steps to protect his or her eyesight. Doctors recommend seeking routine eye examinations, maintaining a healthy diet, wearing sunglasses to protect the eyes from damaging ultraviolet rays, and using protective eyewear in hazardous environments. The National Eye Institute's website, www.nei.nih.gov, provides resources for learning more about common vision conditions and information on finding an eye health professional. By being proactive and seeking out information, Americans can do their part to prevent or reduce vision loss.

To remind Americans about the importance of safeguarding their eyesight, the Congress, by joint resolution approved December 30, 1963, as amended (77 Stat. 629; 36 U.S.C. 138), has authorized and requested the President to proclaim the first week in March of each year as "Save Your Vision Week."

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim March 1 through March 7, 2009, as Save Your Vision Week. During this time, I invite eye care professionals, teachers, members of the media, and all organizations dedicated to preserving eyesight to join in activities that will raise awareness of vision diseases and disorders.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third. Barack Obama
Blind Community Leaders Applaud Trader Joe’s Commitment to Improve Point of Sale Equipment to Benefit Shoppers with Visual Impairments

Sacramento, CA (August 18, 2009)– – American Council of the Blind (ACB), the California Council of the Blind (CCB) and the American Foundation for the Blind (AFB) announced today that they have collaborated with Trader Joe’s to improve the checkout experience of guests with visual impairments and help ensure their privacy. The AFB, ACB, and CCB applaud Trader Joe’s efforts.

Trader Joe’s has added tactile keypads to point of sale devices at all their locations. The new improvements allow shoppers who have visual impairments or difficulty reading information on a touch screen to privately and independently enter their personal identification number (PIN), protecting their financial privacy.

Blind Community Leaders Applaud Trader Joe's Commitment to Improve Point-of-Sale Equipment to Benefit Shoppers with Visual Impairments

"Trader Joe's is a very popular store for the thousands of ACB and CCB
members across the country," said Jeff Thom, president of the CCB.  "Today's announcement is just one more example of the company's dedication to customer service."
Department of Labor
Unveils
Disability.gov

Connecting the Disability Community to Information and Opportunities
The U.S. Department of Labor launched Disability.gov, the federal government's Web site for people with disabilities, their family members, veterans, caregivers, employers and others. 

The new site, previously called DisabilityInfo.gov, features comprehensive information about disability-related programs and services, as well as social media tools to better serve the more than 
50 million Americans with disabilities.

Disability.gov's social media tools encourage interaction and feedback from visitors, and offer new ways to organize, share and receive information. Visitors can sign up for personalized news and updates, participate in online discussions and suggest resources for the site.

New features include a Twitter feed, RSS feeds, a blog and social bookmarking. Additional social media tools will be added to the site in the months ahead.

The new site includes user-friendly ways to get answers to important questions on finding employment, job accommodations and other topics. 
The site is organized into ten subject areas: benefits, civil rights, community life, education, emergency preparedness, employment, health, housing, technology and transportation. By selecting a category, visitors are directed to useful information on federal and state government programs and services, news and events, grants and funding opportunities and more.

Disability.gov, an effort led by the Department of Labor's Office of Disability Employment Policy, contains thousands of links to reliable, trusted information from numerous federal agency partners, as well as educational institutions, non-profit organizations and state and local governments. 
It is an important resource not only for Americans with disabilities, but also for the parents of children with disabilities, employers, workforce and human resource professionals, veterans, military families, caregivers and many others.

BiopticDrivingUSA.Com
Richard L Windsor, 
O.D., F.A.A.O., D.P.N.A.P.
Laura K. Windsor, O.D., F.A.AO
I am pleased to announce the opening of BiopticDrivingUSA.com. I invite you to tour this new website. It is the most comprehensive site on bioptic driving ever developed in the USA. 

It includes information on state laws for bioptic driving, animations and videos to better explain the process, history of bioptic driving and extensive information on training of drivers. It also includes a section on complex bioptic driving cases. It will soon include in-car videos of bioptic driver training.

Most important, we present the stories of many bioptic drivers. The Indiana bioptic driving program has served as a model due to the many checks and balances in the process and the extensive training required.

The Low Vision Centers of Indiana
The Eye Associates Group LLC
               765-348-2020
      richw@eyeassociates.com

Text Books For College Students

September 6, 2009

The Association of American Publishers and the University of Georgia this week unveiled an electronic database aimed at making it easier for blind, dyslexic and otherwise impaired college students to get specialized textbooks in time for classes.

The database, called:

www.accesstext.org/>AccessText
is designed to centralize the process by which electronic versions of 
textbooks are requested by colleges and supplied by publishers. 
Experts say it will allow disabled students to get their textbooks 
more efficiently, help colleges save money and avoid lawsuits, and 
protect publishers' copyrights.

For students whose disabilities prevent them from using traditional 
texts, the normally straightforward task of acquiring books for 
their courses can be tedious and frustrating. Federal law requires 
that colleges and universities provide disabled students equal access to educational materials, but this is often easier said than done. College officials have to track down and contact the publisher of every textbook that each of its disabled students buys and request an electronic copy. If such a copy exists -- the likelihood shrinks the older the book and the smaller the publisher -- college officials still have to convert the file to a format that can be read by whatever reading aid the student uses. If not, the college has to wait, sometimes weeks, to obtain permission to scan the book and
create its own electronic version.
Once a college has an electronic copy, converting to a readable 
format can be another complex process, says Sean Keegan, associate 
director of assistive technology at Stanford University. Math and 
science texts often arrive as scanned pages, and cannot always be 
easily read by the character-recognition software the university 
uses to turn them into standard electronic files, Keegan says. "That 
can take a longer amount of time to process that material internally 
and turn it around and give that to the student efficiently," he says.

Meanwhile, delays in the process can make it impossible for disabled 
students to prepare for and participate in classes. "Students need 
to have a book in time so they can do the assigned reading and study 
for tests and papers," says Gaeir Dietrich, interim director of 
high-tech training for the California Community Colleges system. "So 
if the book doesn't come until the term has been in session for three or four weeks, that puts that student very far behind." Some students have sued colleges over such delays, she says.

AccessText aims to mitigate these woes by streamlining the request 
and delivery process, says Ed McCoyd, executive director for 
accessibility affairs at AAP.

"There's a lot of transactional friction taking place currently," says McCoyd. "What AccessText is trying to do is take some of that out of the transaction by having parties agree to streamlined rules up front."

Having colleges submit requests using the AccessText portal should 
eliminate the need for the publishers to require endless paperwork 
with each request to protect its copyrights, McCoyd says. 


Under the system, the copyright protection agreements can be handled once, during registration, and the requester's bona fides can be verified by a log-in.

Currently, colleges that get tired of waiting for publishers to process the paperwork and procure an electronic copy of a text sometimes just scan a text themselves to try to satisfy the needs of disabled students in a timely fashion, says Dietrich.

AccessText is also set up to eliminate the need for different 
colleges to convert the same text to a readable format once it is acquired. Currently "numerous schools could be doing the exact same thing, converting the same text," says Bruce Hildebrand, executive 
director for higher education at the publishers' association. Under 
the new system, "if one school has already spent the time and the 
money to convert a file to a format, they could advise the AccessText network, which could then make the info available that it was still available in that format, and that school could share it with another school" -- thereby sparing those colleges the time and resources it would have used to convert the file themselves, he says.

Eight major publishing houses paid a total of just under $1 million 
to develop the AccessText network and maintain it through its beta 
phase, which will end next July. 
From then on, it will sustain 
itself by billing member colleges between $375 and $500 annually, 
depending on size.  Dietrich notes that community colleges might not benefit from the AccessText network as much as other institutions, since "we have a lot more vocational classes and basic-skills classes, and a lot of those books don't come through those big publishers, they come through specialized publishers," she says. "It doesn't solve that part of the problem for us."

The network includes 92 percent of all college textbook publishers 
and is recruiting even more, according to AAP officials.

ACBI Days in Indianapolis

By John Huffman

This became an official observance of the city of Indianapolis when Mayor Greg Ballard read a proclamation to that effect at ACBI’s just-completed 38th  annual convention on Saturday morning at the Marten House.  All present were pleased with the recognition, but the occasion proved even more meaningful because of the mayor’s willingness to engage in dialogue with members about steps the city could take to improve the quality of life for its blind and visually-impaired residents.

The convention had actually begun the preceding Friday evening, October 30, with brief opening ceremonies and a first business meeting.  Next, Eric Bridges, ACB’s national Director of Governmental Relations, enlightened and stimulated those present with a presentation on the path he has followed to reach a position where he can influence legislation and federal policies on behalf of the blind community and ACB.  ISBVI teachers and Leo Club sponsors Al Lovati and Judy Reynolds, kept participants abreast of student activities, and the evening ended with a spirited round of “Name That Tune” and word games capitalizing on the fact that Halloween was almost upon us.

The mayor’s Saturday morning appearance was followed by another short business meeting to elect ACBI officers and board members and act on the secretary and financial reports.

The rest of the day’s program was given over to presentations on a variety of topics of interest to the membership.  AmeriCorps/VISTA volunteers William Dixon and Raymond Montgomery spoke about their project to develop a manual on work flow and decision-making processes at Bosma Enterprise and answered questions about volunteer opportunities in VISTA for people who are blind or visually-impaired.  ACBI had helped sponsor Nappanee high school senior Rochelle Schmitt to attend this year’s Braille Challenge in Los Angeles, and we were pleased to hear her presentation on her experiences and success at this event.

After lunch and time for attendees to visit our exhibitors, the program resumed with Eric Bridges coming back to the podium to talk about ACB legislative priorities, including the Pedestrian Safety Enhancement or “Quiet Cars” Act and The Twenty-First Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act.  Eric stressed that both these measures still need legislative co-sponsors, and that the help of individual ACBI members is critical to increasing legislative interest and support.

In the afternoon’s final presentation, Dr. Debra McConnaha, O.D. Low Vision Specialist, of Indianapolis, acquainted us with developments in the area of low vision services today.  Her concluding remarks about new advances and future prospects in this area was ideally matched to our official convention theme of “Envisioning the Future with ACBI.”

The program ended with discussion and feedback about this year’s convention and suggestions for future ones, followed by a brief memorial service for ACBI members and friends who have passed away since our 2008 convention.

Officers reelected at this year’s convention for a 2010-11 term are:  John Huffman, President; Mike Bowman, Vice-President; Edie Huffman, Secretary; and Don Koors, Treasurer.  Bob Easterling of Columbus was reelected to the Board of Directors for a second 3-year term; and Rita Kersh, (Bedford), and John McCallister (Indianapolis) will follow Sue L’Esperance and Russell McNeely on the Board, beginning January 1.

Exhibitors at the convention were:  Accomplish, Ltd., producers of accessible financial management software; Bertrand Electronics, Inc.; Bosma Enterprises; Easter Seals Crossroads Rehabilitation Center; Imaginative Arts; Indiana Council on Independent Living; Indiana State Library; Indianapolis Resource Center for Independent Living; Indiana Reading & Information Services (IRIS); Leader Dogs for the Blind; and Vision Aid Systems.

ACBI’s 2010 convention has already been set for Friday evening and Saturday, September 17-18, in South Bend.  If you have suggestions for speakers, events or activities for the coming convention, please share them with your elected officers and Board members.  Look to future issues of the Focus for more details of next year’s convention as they become available.

                  Cook Magic 
            Talking Microwave

The Cook Magic talking microwave verbally guides you through your cooking with just the touch of a button.  Ideal for the sight-impaired, you can program the voice to speak in English or Spanish. 

The ten power levels, eight preset functions for common foods and five memory setting buttons save time and make cooking easy.

On-line the talking microwave can be found at www.wal-mart.com, www.maxi-aids.com, www.independentliving.com and other websites.

       Talkingthermostats.com 
                By Harry Cohen
Please allow me to introduce myself.  My name is Harry Cohen and my company, Talking Thermostats.com markets the fully accessible VIP Series of talking thermostats for persons who are blind and visually impaired.

My reason for writing is to inform all ACB Affiliate Chapters and their members that all models of the VIP Talking Thermostats are available for sale on the ACB Store web site http://acb.org/store/index.html.  

The VIP Series is the first accessible digital thermostat that was specifically designed to offer audio playback of day, time, indoor temperature, temperature settings and programming instructions so blind and visually impaired users can precisely and easily manage their indoor comfort.

Today, thermostats come in a variety of shapes.  Round, which can be difficult to grip, read and adjust, rectangular with LCD displays that are difficult to see and thermostats with levers that are difficult to set.  

The VIP Series of  “talking thermostats” is rectangular and uses push buttons.  With each press of the over sized up or down arrow shaped buttons, the talking thermostat “speaks” the temperature setting to the user, i.e., 68, 69, 70, etc.

Pressing the “REPORT” button, the user hears the day, time, current room temperature and temperature setting.  Other thermostat settings are also easy to perform because of the built-in voice instructions.  

In addition to the voice instructions mentioned above, a CD (compact disk) with complete instructions to operate and program, the VIP is included with each thermostat.  

These instructions are in MP3 and Wave file format and can be listened to using a CD player or computer.  A text file is also included that can be listened to using your favorite text to speech software.

The VIP is a single zone battery powered thermostat that can be setup for either programmable (setback) or non-programmable (manual) operation depending on the application.  In the programmable mode, the homeowner can preset the house temperature. 

The unit can automatically raise or lower temperature in the house at pre-determined times of day such as when the occupants go to bed at night, rise in the morning, leave the house for the day or return home in the afternoon.  
In the non-programmable mode, all automatic setback functions are turned off and the VIP functions as a manual “talking thermostat”.

The VIP uses four AA batteries with a typical battery life of 2 years.  When batteries get weak, a low battery announcement will be heard when the “REPORT” button is pressed.  The low battery announcement begins approximately 2 weeks before the batteries completely fail.  This gives the user ample time to change the batteries.

The VIP has built in freeze protection.  In the unlikely event the thermostat is inadvertently turned off, becomes inoperative or the batteries fail, the residence will be maintained at 40 degrees until the problem has been corrected.

        Renew Your Membership

By Donald J. Koors, Treasurer

December 31st 2009 will soon be here.  Therefore, it is time for you to renew your membership to the American Council of the Blind of Indiana.  

If you are a member of a local chapter you will need to pay your dues through your local chapter.  

However, if you are not a member of a local chapter, you need to send your dues to Donald J. Koors, Treasurer, American Council of the Blind of Indiana.  

If you are not sure whether you have already paid your 2010 dues, please contact me by phone 317- 251-2562 or e-mail donkoors@aol.com. 

Please complete the form on the reverse side of this page and mail it to me along with your check for $7.00.  

It would be great if you could get another member to join the American Council of the Blind of Indiana.                  

RENEWAL / MEMBER APPLICATION

Persons interested in becoming a member or renewing their membership need 
only to send their check for $7, payable to ACBI, to Donald Koors, 5885 North Central, Indianapolis, IN 46220, along with the following information:

Name _________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________

Phone Number: (____) ____________________________________

E-Mail Address: _________________________________________

Occupation: ____________________________________________

Newsletter Format Preference: 

____ E-Mail ____ Audiocassette____ Large Print ____ Computer Disk


 ACB of Indiana



                    Free Matter 

 Attn: Donald Koors                                                 For The Blind                                                  

 5885 North Central Avenue 

 Indianapolis, IN 46220-2509  

September/December 2009
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January/April Focus Deadline


Kindly issue submit articles for the next Focus to Bonnie Hibel at � HYPERLINK "mailto:bhibel@sbcglobal.net" ��bhibel@sbcglobal.net� 


by February 15, 2010. Thank you!
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