American Council of the Blind of Indiana

38th Annual Convention,

Marten House Hotel and Lilly Conference Center

Indianapolis, IN

October 30-31, 2009
The convention was called to order by President Huffman on Friday, Oct. 30 at 7:00 pm.  The pledge of allegiance and invocation followed.  Those in attendance introduced themselves.

A brief business meeting was held, and the proposed slate of officers and board members was read for the first time.  They are:

John Huffman, President

Mike Bowman, Vice President

Edie Huffman, Secretary

Don Koors, Treasurer

Bob Easterling, Board member (2nd term)

Rita Kersh, Board member (1st term)

John McAllister, Board member (1st term)

Gerry Koors is the Immediate Past President – no vote required.

Voting will take place on Saturday at the morning business meeting.

The evening’s programs were Eric Bridges, Director of Advocacy and Governmental Affairs, ACB, discussing his life’s journey and a presentation by students of the Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired and teachers Al Lovati and Judy Reynolds.

The evening concluded with snacks, group games and socializing.

On Saturday, Oct. 31, Mayor Greg Ballard of Indianapolis welcomed the conventioneers and read the proclamation he had written, proclaiming “October 30 and 31, 2009 to be: American Council of the Blind of Indiana Days in the City of Indianapolis”.

He then spoke regarding priorities of his administration, including mass transit, audible traffic signals and sidewalks.  He discussed the possible purchase of utilities which would significantly aid in raising funds for infrastructure.

The business meeting was then begun.  The minutes were read and approved.  The elections were held, with the officers and board members elected by unanimous ballot.

Treasurer Koors presented the 2008 financial report.  The balance in checking was $3,403.93 January 1, $615.89 December 31; balance in savings, $6,422.78 January 1, $5,393.20 Dec. 31; balance in endowment accounts $31,104.41 January1, $38,051.06, for a total of all funds of $40,931.12 on January 1, $44,060.15 December 31.  He then gave a brief history of the Hofstetter Funds, established in honor of Doctor Henry Hofstetter, the first treasurer of ACBI and a world-renowned doctor of optometry at Indiana University.  He spoke about the Ardis Dobson fund, established in honor of a member who was a dedicated vision teacher.

The vehicle donation program will produce less revenue in 2009 than in previous years, in major part due to the “Cash for Clunkers” program.

It was announced that the 2010 convention will be held at the Marriott Hotel in downtown South Bend, Sept. 17 and 18.  President Huffman mentioned the award given to ACBI at the Vision Expo at the Indiana State Library.

William Dixon and Raymond Montgomery, AmericCorp/VISTA volunteers spoke about their project at Bosma, including writing a jobs manual and recommending accessible equipment for specific employees.  

Rochelle Schmitt, a high school student at Nappanee, attended the national Braille Challenge competition in Los Angeles, one of 5 Indiana students.  There were 60 students from the United State, grades 3-12, and it was a rigorous test of Braille knowledge.  

The vendors introduced themselves and the conventioneers proceeded to explore the exhibits, eat lunch and return to the exhibits.

The day’s programs continued with a presentation by Eric Bridges, regarding advocacy, specific legislation including accessible currency, health care, reimbursement of assistive devices and services, described video, audible emergency information, electric cars and discussion of various topics of interest, including the Major League Baseball’s work to make teams’ web sites more accessible.  He stressed the importance of ACBI members’ contacting their Senators and Congressmen and being aware of the progress of important legislation.  He mentioned that Representative Nancy Pelosi said that accessibility is a priority.  He gave the group much information.

Dr. Debra McConnaha then discussed low vision services.  There is much research into various types of vision aids, especially in the Dept. of Veterans Administration.  She mentioned the implantable mini-telescope for people with macular degeneration.  It was a very thorough presentation.

President Huffman spent a short amount of time asking for feedback about the convention.  In the what worked column were listed “very good convention”.  Some of the items people would like to see included “breakout session – computer panel”, ACBI increasing its presence at the School for the Blind and Visually Impaired,  a 2-3 day convention in 2010 and more interaction in the convention with students at ISBVI.  

The memorial service was then held, to remember members who had died in the preceding year.  They are:

Hall Hans

Lloyd T. Johnson

Gloria Franklin Jones

Dorothy “Sue” Lane

Dorothy Rae Lingerfelter

Patricia Price

Elsie Rines

Robert Short

Wilma Teague

Don announced that $195.13 had been collected for the Hofstetter fund and there had been 40 registrants.

President Huffman adjourned the convention at 4:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Edythe Huffman, secretary

