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From Your President
By John Huffman

It may seem a little late for New Year’s resolutions.  But the paragraphs below, written by Ray Campbell, President of the Illinois Council of the Blind, do such an excellent job of outlining our current advocacy priorities that I found them worth sharing in this column.  This material, which originated as an e-mail message to the ACB leadership list follows, with only slight editing from me.  I hope you will agree that, until these aims are achieved, they remain timely whenever published.

New Year’s Resolutions 
Of An Advocate

by Ray Campbell, President

 Illinois Council of the Blind

As we approach 2010, many of us are making New Year's Resolutions.  Oh, I know there are the usual ones like losing weight, quitting smoking,
resolving to spend more time with family, etc., and I may or may not make some of those.

Right now, here are my New Year's Resolutions as an advocate who is blind.

Resolution 1: Resolve to fight with every ounce of my being to see H.R.3101 increase in co-sponsors, get passed by Congress and signed into law by President Obama.  This simply has to happen so that as technology advances, people who are blind and people who are deaf-blind aren't left behind.

Resolution 2: Resolve to work to see that H.R.734 and S.841 are passed and signed into law.  This will force action to be taken to resolve the very

real safety concerns posed by quiet cars for pedestrians who are blind.

More and quieter cars are coming on the market.  The time for action to help make them safer is now!

Resolution 3: Resolve to work tirelessly so that no state which has a

residential school for the blind has to live in fear that legislators, more

concerned about cutting budgets than the education of all children will

pounce on that school and either target it for closure or suggest that it be merged with other institutions within the state.  Like all children,

children who are blind have varying educational needs.  While many can

thrive in mainstream environments, there are those who need the education that can be offered at a residential school for at least part of their educational career and that option needs to be available.

Resolution 4:  [Omitted]

Resolution 5: Resolve to participate in whatever ways I can to see that the

Department of the Treasury continues moving ahead at a rapid pace to make United States paper currency independently identifiable by people who are blind.  The courts have spoken, it's time for Treasury to move ahead.

Resolution 6: Resolve to work in whatever ways I can for increased access to the growing libraries of electronic books off the shelf for people who are blind.  Mainstream devices like the Kindle promise an unprecedented level of access to the written word for people who are blind.  We must work to see that forces which would delay or deny this access are stopped.

Resolution 7: Resolve to work for increased access to prescription drug

information and Medicare and insurance reimbursement for vision-related services and equipment.  We stand on the brink of passing sweeping changes in our nation's health care system.  Regardless how you personally feel about that, we can't let this opportunity pass us by to make meaningful changes in

health care which benefit people who are blind.

Whew, it's going to be a busy year.  I certainly can't and won't be doing

these things alone.  I hope many of you will share the resolve out there and help this advocate and others to keep at least a few of these resolutions. As the theme of President Osama’s election campaign went, "Yes we can."

Happy New Year!

Circle City Chapter 

By Gerry Koors 

Since my last writing about our year of 2009, we enjoyed a well attended picnic in August held at The Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired.  At the picnic, we celebrated former superintendent Durward Hutchinson’s 90th birthday.  Both he and his wife were there to celebrate it. 

In October, Gerry and Don Koors gave a travelogue about their pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  They told about all the sites they visited saying they “walked where Jesus walked.” It was a truly wonderful and spiritual trip.  

November we heard from a very enthusiastic Toni Bader about audio description in the theater.  IRT is the only theater here that has it to offer on a regular basis.  Some of our members went to see Charles Dickens “The Christmas Carol in November”.  

We had a great Christmas party as we do every December.  We enjoyed a delicious dinner followed by singing.  In keeping with the idea of giving at Christmas, instead of exchanging door prizes we collected food and money for a local food pantry.  We closed the evening with the reading of the story of Jesus’ birth.  We have ended our party in this way for many years, which is a truly spiritual way to end the year.  

January 2010 began with Greg Myer who is an advocate for people with disabilities here in Indianapolis.  He talked about the bills in the current state legislature making early voting accessible to people with disabilities.  He had a very positive feeling about it and asked for our support to make sure it passes.  

We look forward to a travelogue in March and something about the history of Indiana or related topics in either April or May.  

Have a very happy and healthy New Year and I leave you with this thought:  “All people smile in the same language.”  A hug is a great gift - one size fits all, it can be given for any occasion, and it’s easy to exchange.                

Lakota Chapter

By Sue L’Esperance

On March 6, 2010, the Lakota Chapter, in collaboration with The League for the Blind and Disabled, Northeast Indiana Radio Reading Service, Fort Wayne Chapter of Workers for the Blind and Northeast Indiana Lions Clubs,  hosted the inSIGHTful expo at the Allen County Public Library in Fort Wayne.  The exhibit hall provided twenty-one vendors.  We also had three speaker sessions:  Dan Weirich of GW Micro on technology, Dr. Gohar Salam of VitroRetinal Consultants on eye diseases, treatment and research and jointly Rich Poncin for Leader Dogs and Kimberly Howe for Puppy Raisers.  Approximately 200 persons attended the event.

For more information on the Lakota Chapter, please contact Jim Clifford, President at 260-244-6201 or Sue L’Esperance at 260-248-9692 or you can email Sue at lcacbi03@embarqmail.com .
North Central Chapter

By Sandy Lingofelter


Despite the inclement weather, North Central Chapter enjoyed a wonderful Christmas Party, attended by 30 members and friends at the Old Country Buffet Restaurant. During the evening, we found ourselves  pleasantly surprised by the Jubilee Bell Ringers, who performed several holiday songs. 
Thank you to everyone who helped to make this such a huge success.  We appreciate all the effort devoted to planning the evening, and a special thank you to those who donated door prizes.  

We will be meeting again at the Old Country Buffet Restaurant in July.  For more information, please contact Sandy Lingofelter at 574-848-4010. 

Wishing all a beautiful spring, remember to keep in touch!!

SCAVI Chapter

By Rita Kersh

Our 2010 year started with a guest speaker at our January meeting from the Southern Indiana Center for Independent Living (SICIL). Darlene Webster, who is the director of the independent living department, informed us of the services SICIL provides and specifically what her department does.

 
We held our elections and our board for 2010 is President Rita Kersh; Vice-president Dolly Sowder; Treasurer Mike Sowder; Co-secretaries Ada Bailey, Vicky Saari and Mary Katherine Martin; and our board members are Dick Reister (3-year), Bill Henderson (2-year) and Mary Plake (1-year).  We appreciate all our board does for SCAVI.
 
Our chapter newsletter “SCAVI News” is one year old as of February 1.  This little newsletter includes SCAVI events, member birthdays, news articles related to visual impairments, hints for the month and of course a joke or two.  We send the “SCAVI News” out in large print, on cassette tape and by e-mail.  It’s been an informative newsletter for our members.

We had a Valentines party following our February meeting with snacks and treats that were brought by members.  Obviously they were way too fattening.  There were even love songs playing for a little atmosphere.

At our March meeting we had a “Gadgets and Ideas We Use as VIPs (Visually Impaired Persons)”.  Items that were demonstrated and discussed included a talking blood pressure monitor, talking thermometer, talking clock, KNFB Reader, liquid level indicator, double spatula, talking calculator, talking dictionary, audio Bible, talking scale,, NLS digital book player and digital recorder.  

Our April 5 meeting will feature one of our own, Linda Williams, sharing her experiences at Pilot Dog and we’ll meet her new dog guide.  Our two oldest members celebrate their birthdays in April.  Lester Compton (99) and Flo Compton (92) are two of our most dedicated members.

As of the date of submitting this article, we have 30 members in SCAVI.   Enjoy your spring!!

       ACB Storms Capitol Hill
             by John Huffman
The American Council of the Blind recently held its annual legislative seminar at a location near Washington, D.C.  On the final day, February 23, we “stormed” Capitol Hill to educate members of Congress and their staffs about ACB’s 2010 legislative imperatives; and members of ACBI took an active part in this effort.

ACBI participants visited offices of Senator Lugar and Congressmen Carson, Donnelly and Pence to discuss critical topics related to the dangers which “quiet” cars pose for blind pedestrians and the need for legislation to improve access to digital technology for people who are blind, deaf-blind or visually impaired.  Congressman Carson is already a supporter of H.R. 734 and H.R. 3101, the key legislation on these issues, and we felt a visit to his office was in order to thank him for that support.  We strongly urged the others we visited to sign on as co-sponsors of these bills and work for their passage, including the introduction and passage of companion bills in the Senate.

I am pleased to report that Congressman Pete Visclosky of Indiana’s First District signed on as a co-sponsor of H.R. 734, the “Quiet Cars” bill, shortly before our Capitol Hill visit.  Also Senator Bayh is now a co-sponsor of its companion Senate bill.  We will continue to update ACBI members and friends as these pieces of legislation advance, especially when other members of the Indiana delegation lend their support.  As always, it is vital that you, the members and friends of ACBI make personal contacts with your elected representatives to express your support of legislation to improve the lives of America’s blind and visually impaired citizens.

Over the Back Fence
This column is set aside for Focus readers to submit recipes, stories, poems, helpful tips, ads, current events, etc.  Please e-mail or send this information to:  


bhibel@sbcglobal.ne

Bonnie Hibel, Focus Editor


14048 Sundance Drive


Huntley, Illinois  60142


847-515-3778
Beginning Today

Author Unknown

Submitted by Rita Kersh


Beginning today I will no longer worry about yesterday. It is in the 
past and the past will never change. Only I can change by choosing to do so.

Beginning today I will no longer worry about tomorrow. Tomorrow will always be there, waiting for me to make the most of it. But I cannot make the most of tomorrow without first making the most of today.

Beginning today I will look in the mirror and I will see a person worthy 
of my respect and admiration. This capable person looking back at me is 
someone I enjoy spending time with and someone I would like to get to know better. 

Beginning today I will cherish each moment of my life. I value this gift 
bestowed upon me in this world and I will unselfishly share this gift 
with others.  I will use this gift to enhance the lives of others.

Beginning today I will take a moment to step off the beaten path and to revel in the mysteries I encounter. I will face challenges with courage and determination. I will overcome what barriers there may be which hinder my quest for growth and self-improvement.

Beginning today I will take life one day at a time, one step at a time.
Discouragement will not be allowed to taint my positive self-image, my
desire to succeed or my capacity to love.

Beginning today I walk with renewed faith in human kindness. Regardless of what has gone before, I believe there is hope for a brighter and better future.

Beginning today I will open my mind and my heart. I will welcome new experiences. I will meet new people. I will not expect perfection from myself nor anyone else; perfection does not exist in an imperfect world. But I will 
applaud the attempt to overcome human foibles.

Beginning today I am responsible for my own happiness and I will do 
things that make me happy . . . admire the beautiful wonders of nature, listen to my favorite music, pet a kitten or a puppy, soak in a bubble bath . . . pleasure can be found in the most simple of gestures.

Beginning today I will learn something new; I will try something 
different; I will savor all the various flavors life has to offer. I will change 
what I can and the rest I will let go. I will strive to become the best me I 
can possibly be.

Beginning today. And every day!

A Recipe for the Upcoming Year

Submitted by Gerry Koors

2 cups Love for God

1 cup Faith

4 tablespoons Optimism

6 tablespoons Compassion

3 tablespoons Humility

2 tablespoons Humor

7 tablespoons Charity

1 tablespoon Trust

6 tablespoons Patience

Makes enough for 7 days.

Mix above with heaping spoonfuls of love and laughter.

Make a new batch weekly and serve daily to all.

Public Information Materials 

In Alternative Media

          www.socialsecurity.gov

The U.S. Social Security Administration produces some public information materials in alternative media for people who are blind or visually impaired. You can get the materials in Braille, large print, compact disk (CD) and audio cassette tape. 

There are a number of ways to contact the Braille Services Team. 
You can: Mail your request to the . . 
Social Security Administration
Braille Services Team
6401 Security Boulevard
L1141 West Low Rise Building
Baltimore, Maryland 21235

Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 

· Call 410-965-6414 
· Call 410-965-6407
· TTY 1-800-325-0778 

· Fax 410-965-6413 

·    Order alternative format   publications online at: 

www.socialsecurity.gov/work/ResourcesToolkit/pubsnformsorderform_cgicapable.html 
The list of publications available in all alternative formats can be found online at:  

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/alt-pubs.html.

ACB Store

www.acb.org/store

Jump right over to the ACB Store and hit a bull's eye with the brand new Audio Dart Master!

Everyone had a great time playing audible darts in the Recreation Zone at the 2007 Minneapolis convention.  

Only problem was that it was not possible to buy a talking dart board that voiced everything the blind player needed to know about the game.

The new Audio Dart Master talks, and it talks everything you need to hear. Lots of options and lots of games; perfect for home, schools, rehab centers, or even dart leagues.

Visit the ACB Store at www.acb.org/store and follow the Recreation and Leisure link to check 
out this fantastic product.  It was the hit of the exhibit area at the recent Kentucky Council of the Blind Convention.

When you purchase an Audio Dart Master, dart board stand, and Audio Dart Master Customization through the ACB Store, you get a great game and will be supporting ACB at the same time.  So check it out and let's start having lots of fun with audible darts!

           Cleaning for a Reason
       www.cleaningforareason.org

The Cleaning for a Reason Foundation is a non-profit agency that offers professional house cleaning and maid services to improve the lives of women undergoing treatment for any type of cancer.


Since 2007, the Texas-based group has been connecting cancer patients in the United States and Canada with cleaning firms who offer their services for free to cancer patients, and, as of November 2009, their partners have cleaned upwards of 2000 homes at an estimated donated cost of $350,000.

Cleaning for a Reason fields about 325 calls per month and currently has 604 cleaning partners throughout the 50 states and four Canadian provinces.

If you know any woman currently undergoing chemo, please pass the word to her that there is a cleaning service that provides FREE house cleaning one time per month for four months while she is in treatment.

All she has to do is sign up and have her doctor fax a note confirming the
treatment. Cleaning for a Reason will have a participating maid service in
her zip code area arrange for the service.  For more information, see the website at:

http://www.cleaningforareason.org

Social Security
News Release

Chubby Checker and Social Security Commissioner Astrue Announce a New “Twist” in the Law 
Changes Make it Easier to Qualify for Extra Help with Medicare Prescription Drug Plan Costs 

Friday, January 8, 2010 - Michael J. Astrue, Commissioner of Social Security, and Chubby Checker, Grammy Award winner and rock and roll legend, today launched a new campaign to inform millions of Americans about a new “twist” in the law that makes it easier to qualify for extra help with Medicare prescription drug costs.  The extra help program currently provides assistance to more than nine million senior and disabled Americans -saving them an average of almost $4,000 a year on their Medicare prescription drug plan costs.  To apply for extra help, there is an easy-to-use online application available at www.socialsecurity.gov.

“The changes in the Medicare law that take effect this month will allow hundreds of thousands of Americans who are struggling to pay their prescription drug costs to get extra help during these tough economic times,” said Commissioner Astrue.  “I am thrilled that Chubby Checker has volunteered to help us spread this important message through a new television, radio, and Internet spot as well as pamphlets and posters.”

“Listen up, America!  For 50 years, people of all ages and backgrounds have danced the Twist,” Chubby Checker said.  “Now it’s important everyone learn about this new twist in the law.  Check it out at www.socialsecurity.gov.”

To qualify for extra help, people must meet certain resource and income limits.  The new Medicare law eases those requirements in two ways.  First, it eliminates the cash value of life insurance from counting as a resource.  Second, it eliminates the assistance people receive from others to pay for household expenses, such as food, rent, mortgage or utilities, from counting as income.  There also is another important “twist” in the law.  The application for extra help can now start the application process for Medicare Savings Programs - state programs that provide help with other Medicare costs.  These programs help pay Medicare Part B (medical insurance) premiums.  For some people, the Medicare Savings Programs also pay Medicare Part A (hospital insurance) premiums, if any, and Part A and B deductibles and co-payments.

To learn more about the extra help program and to view the new TV spot featuring Chubby Checker, go to www.socialsecurity.gov/extrahelp.

American Council of the Blind

2010 Legislative Seminar 

By Donald Koors 

John Huffman and I had the opportunity to participate in the legislative seminar in Arlington, Virginia.  As part of the seminar, participants have the opportunity to call on senators and representatives from their state to share with them the legislative issues that ACB is promoting and supporting this year.  
We made visits to Senator Richard Lugar’s office and the offices of Representatives Anore Carson, Joe Donnelly and Mike Pence.  The 2 bills the organization is supporting and urging Congress to act on this year are The Twenty-first Century Communications and Video Accessibility act, H.R. 3101 and the Pedestrian Safety Enhancement Act of 2009 H.R. 734 and S. 841.  Senator Evan Bayh is a cosponsor of S. 841 and Representatives Anore Carson, Brad Ellsworth and Peter Visclosky are cosponsors of H.R. 734.  At the time of the seminar, Representative Anore Carson was the only representative from Indiana who was a cosponsor of H.R. 3101 and there was not a companion bill introduced in the senate.  John and I would encourage you to contact the senators and your representative to either thank them for their support or encourage them to sign on as a cosponsor.  
Following is information on the 2 pieces of legislation.  If they should need more information, have them contact Eric Bridges, ACB National Office, Phone 1-202-467-5081 or
e-mail ebridges@acb.org.                             

2010 Legislative Imperatives 

There are 20 Million blind and visually impaired people in the United States and, with the aging of the baby-boomer generation, that number is expected to increase by 2015.  The American Council of the Blind (ACB) is a leading national organization of people who are blind and visually impaired.  ACB is dedicated to improving the quality of life, equality of opportunity and independence of all people who have visual impairments.  

Two issues are at the forefront of our 2010 legislative agenda: 
The Twenty-first Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act, and pedestrian safety issues requiring Hybrid and other quiet vehicles that are addressed in H.R. 734 and S. 841, The Pedestrian Safety Enhancement Act of 2009.  

I. Telecommunications and 
Information 

Proposed Action: ACB strongly urges the House of Representatives to pass H.R. 3101, Twenty-first Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act, which has been introduced by Rep. Ed Markey.  ACB strongly supports the following provisions in the legislation:  

Issue: With increasing frequency, television and internet products and programming rely on visual information to communicate with consumers.  Products are created that utilize on-screen menus, and in programming, significant events are portrayed visually, such as emergency weather advisories which are scrolled across screens.  People who are blind, or have visual impairments, are thereby denied access to a significant portion of the vast array of communications services available today.

Require that mobile and other internet-based telecommunications devices have accessible user 

Interfaces and offer people with disabilities access to a full range of text messaging and other popular services that are currently largely inaccessible;

Provide people who are deaf-blind with vital, but costly, technologies they need to communicate electronically: 
Restore the Federal Communications Commission’s (FCC) modest video description rules and provide clear authority to expand such regulations:  

Require emergency announcements and similar information to be accessible to people with disabilities through audible presentation of on-screen alerts; and 

Ensure that video programming offered via the internet will be both captioned and described, and call for all devices that receive and play back video programming to employ accessible user interfaces and allow easy access to video description.  

II. Quiet Vehicles

Issue: When vision is reduced or completely eliminated as a means of understanding and responding to one’s environment, an individual’s hearing takes over as the primary source of environmental information.  
Traditionally, people who are blind or visually impaired have learned to rely on their hearing to navigate safely across streets and through other vehicular ways, such as parking lots.  In so doing, the sound of traffic is their primary focus.  Traffic sounds provide information about such things as the position of vehicles, their direction of travel, and the speed at which they are likely to move.  With this information, the pedestrian can make informed decisions about when to cross a street or other vehicular way safely.  

In recent years, automobile manufacturers around the world have responded to public concern for our environment by producing increasing numbers of vehicles that are meant to be environmentally friendly.  This has led to an increased number of vehicles on the road which not only utilize alternative fuels to power their engines, but also run much more quietly than older automobiles did.  Though many aspects of this trend are laudatory, efforts by the auto industry to make the environment less noisy have placed pedestrians who use that noise to evaluate the safety or danger of the area in which they are traveling at serious risk.  

Proposed Action: The American Council of the Blind urges Congress to pass this legislation (H.R. 734, the Pedestrian Safety Enhancement Act of 2009, introduced by Rep. Edolphus Towns (D-NY); companion bill S. 841, the Pedestrian Safety Enhancement Act of 2009, introduced by Sen. John Kerry (D-MA)).

Key Provisions of the Bill 

1. The secretary of Transportation is directed to conduct a study beginning within 90 days of         

    passage of this legislation and to complete it within two years of its commencement, at which time, the Department of Transportation shall report the study’s findings to Congress.  

2. Within 90 days after the conclusion of the study, the Secretary is then directed to establish a standard that will take into account the results of the study, and will set forth the minimum information that must be provided by motor vehicles required for blind and other 

    pedestrians to travel safely and independently in urban, rural, and residential environments.  

3. The bill provides that the standard shall apply to all “new motor vehicles.”  
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Orbit Research Introduces
iBill Talking Banknote Identifier
  www.orbitresearch.com

Orbit Research has announced the introduction of the iBill, the world's first affordable Talking Banknote Identifier for the blind and the visually impaired. 


Priced at $99, the 1.5 ounce, pager-sized iBill represents a break through in enabling the blind and the visually impaired community to achieve independence in the everyday necessity of using paper currency, which sighted people take for granted. At about a third of the cost of existing devices, the iBill offers unrivaled features, ease of use and accuracy of identification.

The iBill is an exceptionally convenient and affordable solution that can be used by each and every blind or visually impaired individual. 
Measuring just 3 inches by 1.6 inches by 0.7 inches, the ultra-slim 
and compact "key-fob" design provides the ultimate in convenience, 
allowing it to be carried unobtrusively in a pocket, purse, clipped to the belt or attached to a keychain.

Among the features that set it apart from other such devices are the extremely high accuracy (better than 99.9%) and the near-instantaneous speed (less than one second in most cases) with which it identifies banknotes.

The iBill is designed with the sole purpose of providing the simplest, fastest and most accurate means to identify U.S. banknotes. 

Its unique ergonomic design permits easy and intuitive use without 
the need for any training or practice. Upon insertion of a banknote 
into the device, its denomination is identified at the press of a 
button. Based on the user's preference, the denomination is announced by a clear and natural voice, or by tone or vibration for privacy.  The unit identifies all U.S. banknotes in circulation and recognizes them in any orientation.      
Banknotes in poor physical condition 
are indicated as unidentifiable and are not misread. The unit is also 
upgradeable to recognize new banknote designs.

The iBill achieves all of this while operating on a single, commonly 
available AAA battery which lasts for over a year with typical use. 
Its durable construction and sealed design ensure trouble-free use. 
The unit is backed by a one-year warranty from Orbit Research, and 
toll-free customer support.

"Orbit Research has once again demonstrated its commitment to the 
development of breakthrough technology and products that make a 
direct and measurably positive impact to the daily lives of the 
community we serve," said Michael Nolan, President of Orbit Research.

Orbit Research has filed patents on the technologies employed in the 
iBill, which enable its ground breaking compactness, performance and features.

Samples of the iBill are available for evaluation now and Orbit Research is accepting orders.

Specializing in the development and manufacture of products for 
people with disabilities, Orbit Research's mission is to employ 
cutting-edge technology to develop innovative and affordable products 
that are essential for an independent and productive lifestyle.
    
     Contact Carla Morris


888-606-7247

morris.carla@orbitresearch.com

Helen Keller Statue 
Unveiling Speech
Carl Augusto, President  
American Foundation for the Blind. 

“It is an honor and a thrill to be here with you in our nation’s capital to celebrate the unveiling of the statue of Alabama’s own, Helen Keller.  Thank you to Governor Riley, the Alabama congressional delegation, Dr. Busta, and all those who supported the effort to create this amazing statue.  Helen Keller once said, “I believe humility is a virtue but I prefer not to use it unless absolutely necessary.”  Given that, I do think she would have loved this impressive statue of herself, and the symbolism associated with it.

We at the American Foundation for the Blind, where Keller worked for the last 44 years of her life, still see her as our guiding light.  She embodied the American spirit of limitless possibility becoming a famous American activist, and a prolific writer and lecturer. From the time she discovered the art of language at the water pump outside her home in Tuscumbia, she never stopped breaking down barriers.  She became the first deaf-blind person to receive a Bachelor of Arts degree when she graduated from Radcliffe, cum laude (just think about it…) and then went on to become a world renowned change agent and peacemaker who advocated for the poor and people with disabilities and fought for women’s suffrage.  Winston Churchill called her “the greatest woman of the twentieth century,” and Mark Twain went even further, calling her “the most extraordinary product of all the ages.”   Ms. Keller was an international celebrity nearly her entire life.   She traveled to 39 countries, inspiring everyone she met and bringing hope and courage to millions of people around the world.  She capped her career by receiving the highest honor an American civilian can receive, the Presidential Medal of Freedom.  Her biggest desire was to leave the world a better place than she found it.  And that, ladies and gentlemen, is the legacy she leaves with all of us.  I hope when visitors see this statue of Helen, they will be reminded of her strength, belief in humanity, and the potential of people with disabilities. She is a true American hero.”
ACBI Seeks New 
Focus Editor
It is with great regret that your Board of Directors is accepting the resignation of Bonnie Hibel as editor of this newsletter.  The May/August 2010 issue will be her last in this capacity.  Bonnie stepped into the job early in 2006 and carried it out with skill and a sense of commitment which will be a challenge to replace.  But now, Bonnie finds a need to move on to new responsibilities, and we must also move on with the search for a new editor.

The newsletter editor is responsible for all facets of the newsletter's production and distribution.  This includes assisting the ACBI board in determining a budget, gathering and editing news and articles, working with a local printer during production, and labeling and mailing the finished issue. 

Word processing experience, creativity, excellent communication skills, and access to electronic mail are essential. Newsletter layout and design experience is desirable. Access to a computer is necessary. as well as the time available to commit to and fulfill the editor's duties.   Current membership in ACBI is required.

The responsibilities of the Newsletter Editor position include, receiving or writing and editing copy; coordinating with newsletter writers and proofreaders; ordering the printing and mailing of the newsletter according to an established timeline; coordinating with the ACBI Treasurer to provide the latest membership mailing file; maintaining close communication with the printer and other professional services to ensure timely publication of the newsletter; maintaining established style; and evaluating and planning, with the Board, deadlines and printing quantities.

Anyone wishing to be considered for this volunteer position, please contact John Huffman, President, ACBI as shown in the contact information at the beginning of this newsletter.

Adaptive Technology

To Sell DB Cartridges

Adaptive Technology, a division of Perrkins Products of the Perkins School for the Blind, is now selling 1GB digital talking-book cartridges and compatible USB cables, designed to be used with NLS digital talking-book machines. 

Blank 1GB cartridges are $14.95, while blank 1GB cartridges bundled with a compatible 36-inch USB cable are $17.95. The USB cable may also be purchased separately for $3.95. Customers ordering by phone or online may use credit cards. Perkins also accepts e-mail or fax purchase orders. To place an order, contact Adaptive Technology, a division of Perkins Products, as follows: 
E-mail:   adaptivetech@perkins.org
Phone:    978- 462-3817
Fax:      
978- 462-3928

RENEWAL / MEMBER APPLICATION

Persons interested in becoming a member or renewing their membership need only to send their check for $7, payable to ACBI, to Donald Koors, 5885 North Central, Indianapolis, IN 46220, along with the following information:

Name _________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________

Phone Number: (____)____________________________________

E-Mail Address: _________________________________________

Occupation: ____________________________________________

Newsletter Format Preference: 

____ E-Mail ____ Audiocassette____ Large Print ____ Computer Disk
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May/August Focus Deadline


Kindly submit articles for the next Focus issue to Bonnie Hibel at � HYPERLINK "mailto:bhibel@sbcglobal.net" ��bhibel@sbcglobal.net� 


by June 15, 2010. Thank you!
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