ACBI Board Meeting January 22, 2011
Teleconference

Board members present were John Huffman, Connie Bowman, Mike Bowman, Freddie Edwards, Edie Huffman, Dolly Sowder, Mike Sowder, Don Koors, Gerry Koors, Lynn Powers, Bashir Masoodi, Rita Kersh, John McCallister, and Sue L’Esperance.

Guests included Libby Koch, Wendy Stepro, Barbara Salisbury

The meeting began at 10:10 am.  The minutes were revised; date was incorrectly listed as Jan  , 2010; should have been October  , 2010.  Also, the grant from the Lutheran group was used for Focus support.
The treasurer’s report was given.  The year end report shows total receipts of $8,624.87, disbursements of $8,812.12, balance in savings account of $4,007.36. balance of $3,409.75 in the checking account, balance in Hillard Lyons accounts $37,953.91.  The total of the checking, savings and Hillard Lyons accounts was $45, 371.13   Don talked about the investments.  There were some transactions dated 2009 which was some investment purchases.

Rita asked about audits.  Don mentioned that it was time to do it, and he suggested that the board select an auditing committee, which is composed on non-officers and non-board members.  John suggested Russell McNeely and Paul Filpus.  It used to be done at the convention.  John will talk to those 2 and asked for people to think about another person.

Dolly suggested that the Hofstetter and Dobson funds be publicized.  The Hofstetter fund is publicized on the web and will be publicized in the Focus.  The Dobson funds will be publicized to specific colleges which have programs whose students are eligible for the scholarship through it.

The car project brought in $1,800.  Due to the Cash for Clunkers and the fact that many other organizations are also using that program, the program is not bringing in much money.However, we did receive more in 2010 than in 2009.  

The 2011 budget was discussed.  The proposed income is $5 less than the proposed expenditures ($4,895 - $4,900).  The budget was adopted.  The committee consisted of Mike and Dolly Sowder, Russell McNeely and Don Koors.  John expressed appreciation. 

The 2011 convention was the next topic of discussion. The various prices and food possibilities were discussed for each hotel.  Each hotel charges for the meeting room and audiovisual equipment. ($475 and $450)(av fairly expensive due to vendors providing the equipment).  Their room rates and food prices are very expensive.  Don called McCormick’s Creek State Park, which is available Sept. 9 and 10 and Sept. 16 and 17 and it has full food service..  The meeting rooms and exhibit rooms are only $150 for all days.  Don thanked Libby and Wendy for giving Don the information to contact the hotels in Jeffersonville and New Albany.  Don suggested that if we have it at the southern Indiana location, we would not have enough money in the budget.  He also stated that negotiation to reduce prices to a more affordable level did not seem possible at the 2 southern Indiana commercial locations.  
Audio visual equipment is usually expensive and supplied by outside vendors.

Transportation to state parks was discussed.  Even though there is little to no public transportation to many places in Indiana, our convention attendance is often very high, even double, at the state parks.
Dolly mentioned that she had sent information about the convention held at Spring Mill to all ACB members in the southern part of the state; she had also sent out flyers and she had called people.
Barbara mentioned that it was exciting that it may be held at the state park, so close to Bloomington, and the potential chapter might be strengthened by a closer convention location.

Gerry moved, Freddie seconding, that we hold the convention at the McCormick’s Creek State Park.  (The recording of the meeting was stopped, due to feedback, then resumed).  Don then amended the motion, to have it Friday night, Saturday and Sunday morning.   We voted on the amendment, adopting it.  We then voted on having the convention at McCormick’s Creek for 2 nights.  John again thanked Libby and Wendy for their work in finding information about the southern Indiana sites.
Bashir then moved to hold the convention on the 16th and 17th, Gerry seconding. John then offered a friendly amendment that it be held the 16th-18th.  The motion was restated with the addition of 16th-18th as the first preferred date, the 9th-11th second preferred.

Theme ideas were discussed, including “Treasure the past, look to the future with ACBI.; “Building bridges, creating connections for comprehensive change with ACBI”.  “All inclusive” was offered as a replacement for comprehensive.  John McAllister moved, Edie seconding that we use “Building Bridges; creating connections for comprehensive change with ACBI”  The vote was then taken, with Building Bridges… being adopted.
Programs were then discussed.  
Dr. Lylas Mogk, a specialist on Age-Related Macular Degeneration, had been invited to speak last year. 
Barbara mentioned the IU Eye Clinic, which does research and provides services for people with low vision.  They would be a low cost program.  Edie will contact them.

Edie suggested a talk by McCormick’s Creek staff, about their services.  
Barbara suggested The Indiana Institute for Community and Disability, which works with the Governor’s Planning Council and other organizations.  They could speak about advocacy, access, transportation and other issues.  She will contact them 
ISBVI’s calendar has not been set, but we will contact them about having some students come.  Some of them came to Spring Mill and had a good time.  They could stay two nights and then return to ISBVI on Sunday, easily.  Don will check with them.

Sharlie (?) Davis was mentioned as possible musical entertainment.  Barb will contact her.
New chapter developments were then discussed.  
The potential chapter in New Albany, VISION, was discussed.  They are in the midst of writing the constitution and bylaws.  They then discussed their projects.  John will send their proposed constitution and bylaws, when available, to the board members.  
The potential chapter in Bloomington was then discussed.  They have had lots of activity in the 5 months they have been meeting and are working on their constitution.  

Legislative updates were given, first about the prescription accessibility issue.  NFB and ACBI are working together on this. Another bill, requiring foreign language accessibility, may not go anywhere, as there may not be an ADA foundation to it.
Sue reported from the Lakota chapter, that their “Dining in the Dark” event will take place March 13.  They will have elections soon.

The Focus was the next topic.  Rita is still the interim editor. We have run the ad for a permanent editor twice in Focus, not yet in the Hoosier Highlights.  Gerry moved that Rita be selected as Focus editor, Don seconded.  The vote was taken and Rita was unanimously elected.  John thanked her for her services as interim editor.  The web site will be changed to reflect the change.

John will contact VISION as soon as possible.  

April 30 will be the date of the next meeting, in room 425, at the Indiana State Library, at 10 am, EDT.

The meeting adjourned at 12:45.

Respectfully submitted,

Edie Huffman, secretary

