ACBI

Board Meeting 

Indiana State Library
April 24, 2010
Members present were John Huffman, Edie Huffman, Don Koors Gerry Koors, Dolly Sowder, Bashir Masoodi, Deanna Austin, Lynn Powers, Connie and Mike Bowman, Freddie Edwards and Rita Kersh.  Bob Easterling was excused.  Guests present included Barbara Salisbury, Bloomington (interested in a Bloomington Chapter), Wendy Stuckroe, Kerry Coulter and Keith Coulter (interested in a Southern Indiana Chapter – possibly New Albany), Sue L’Esperance, Carolyn Parnell, Sue Masoodi, Donna Edwards and Kathy McCallister. 
The meeting was called to order by President John Huffman at 10:05 am, who welcomed those present, including guests and invited them to attend teleconference meetings, also.

The Board approved corrected minutes from the January 23 meeting: 1) deleting 2nd period on page 1, 3rd paragraph, 1 sentence after “proposed.” 2) adding balances as of December 31, 2009; checking $3,602.11;  savings $3,885.66, endowments $35,587.81 for a total of $43,075.58.
It was decided that the July 31 meeting would be by teleconference.

Don Koors presented the treasurer’s report. As of 4/21/2010, the balance in checking was $1,280.89; savings $4,135.12; endowments $37,796.45 for a total of $43,212.46.  Rita Kersh suggested that “0” be added to line items with no activity for ease of understanding.
The Hofstetter account was explained for the benefit of guests.

Don discussed the various investments, and asked for permission to invest funds as suggested by financial advisor.  The motion was made and seconded, passing unanimously, that “Don be given permission to purchase (endowment) bond investments in $5,000 increments as balances reach that amount”.  This would cover the situation of the fund calling in investments to be cashed in early.
Don mentioned a grant of $1,000 for which ACBI had applied for and not yet been notified.

Discussion ensued regarding the criteria for Hofstetter Opportunity grants; applicants have enquired about reading/writing systems for personal use.  The current criteria are 1) that the grant is awarded for employment and education opportunities and 2) that the applicant demonstrates that they have sought other funding.  This item will be tabled until the July 31 meeting, at which point the official criteria will be reviewed.

The 2010 annual convention was then discussed.

1) John Huffman has contacted the office of the mayor of South Bend for a welcome and proclamation.

2) Dr. Lylas Mogk has agreed to speak.  Her expertise includes macular degeneration and other eye conditions, particularly related to aging.  In lieu of an honorarium, a donation can be made to her non-profit organization.  A motion was made and seconded, “that $100 be donated to the charity of Dr. Mogk’s choice in recognition of her service.”  She will be asked to speak on Saturday at 2:00 and given 90 minutes.

3) Paul Filpus will email the names of people he recommends for programs. He mentioned various organizations.

4) Al Lovati of ISBVI is planning to attend and will talk with local students of ISBVI.

5) A panel was discussed for 10-11 am Saturday, including Kane Brolin and other local entrepreneurs.
6) Don mentioned that rooms will be available for $89 plus 11% tax.

7) Vendors will include Envision, Lakota and ADEC

Tentative program would be:

Friday 

7:00 Mayor or representative, proclamation

Roll Call

Business meeting – nominating committee report

ISBVI
Bob Rowe, discussing security devices

Panel?

Social time 
Social time

Saturday


9:00 - Business meeting (secretary and treasurer reports; 

10:00 - Panel/Julia Studebaker?

10:45  - Vendor introduction, visit exhibits


12:00 - lunch

1:00 - Exhibits


2:00 - Dr. Lylas Mogk

3:30 - Break 
3:45 - Panel?

4:30 -  Memorial service

5:00 - Adjourn
The nominating committee was discussed.  Gerry and John will discuss members and nominations needed.
Everyone is encouraged to bring door prizes.  The menu will be available by July.

The new website was discussed.  Edie Huffman will be the webmaster, and the most recent 2 years of the Focus will be posted. Additional items to be posted include information on the Hank Hofstetter award (and list of recipients) and criteria for the Opportunity Grant, the Ardis Dobson scholarship criteria, and the Pat Price award (and list of recipients).  Edie also has to work on metadata, which will make the website easier to find.  The address is acb-indiana.org
John has asked Earlene Hughes, ACB webmaster, to post a link to our new website from the ACB website.

Chapter updates

1) John spoke about meeting in March with Adam and Carla Ruschival, of Kentucky Council of the Blind (ACB), Wendy Stuckroe, Libby Koch (and husband), Don and Gerry Koors and Edie Huffman regarding a possible new ACBI chapter in Southern Indiana, possibly in the New Albany area.  Kerry Coulter then spoke about the progress the group has made; they are looking for a consistent meeting place on a good transportation route.  They are hoping to get a monthly meeting place next week after discussion with the Sheraton hotel, with their first meeting possibly in August.  They are working on a media plan. John Huffman will write a letter to invite local ACBI members to that charter meeting, when details are available.
The logo they are working with is: VISION

a. Visually

b. Impaired

c. Southern 

d. Indiana

e. Outreach

f. Network
They do have important ties to Kentucky (work, social, shopping, television and radio) but legislatively, they need to be involved in Indiana.
They asked for prayers for their efforts.

2) Barbara Salisbury spoke about the opening of SICIL in New Albany and about hoping to form a new group in Bloomington.  There is a low vision group there and certainly a need for legislative updates and support.  She asked to have John Huffman or someone else attend a meeting to help advertise ACBI and its programs.
Discussion ensued about meeting in Southern Indiana for the 2011 convention.  The Sheraton Hotel in New Albany would be a possible convention site.

The national convention in Phoenix in July was mentioned, with various fundraising activities.

The deadline for the next issue of Focus is June 15.  This will be Bonnie’s last issue as editor.  Carole Rose will advertise the position in the Talking Book and Braille Library newsletter.  Rita Kersh volunteered to serve as interim editor.

Connie Bowman mentioned ACB Women’s Concerns Committee, which is a monthly, confidential support group for survivors of breast cancer.

ACB’s website was discussed, with information about email lists, contact information for goods, services, meetings.

Barbara Salisbury requested information about the legislative committee.  Discussion ensued about plans for more structure and plans for 2011.

A letter of thanks from Tony Hughes at ISBVI was shared, discussing the $75 donation ACBI made for that program.

The IRT’s described version of Jules Verne’s Around the World in 80 Days on May 9 was mentioned.
The meeting adjourned at 12:10 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Edythe Huffman, secretary
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