ACBI

Board Meeting 

Indiana State Library
August 15 (rescheduled from July 25).
Members present were John Huffman, Edie Huffman, Don Koors, Mike and Connie Bowman, Bashir Masoodi, Deanna Austin, Lynn Powers, Freddie Edwards.  Members absent were Sue L’Esperance, Russell McNeely, Dolly Sowder, Gerry Koors, and Bob Easterling.  Guests present included Donna Edwards. Rita Kersh, SCAVI representative, joined the meeting in progress.  (The secretary broke her arm several days previously, resulting in difficulty writing, and the recording was not fully informative).
The Board approved corrected minutes from the April 25 meeting: 1) (Sue L’Esperance.) and  2) contribution to Library Users of America was in Pat Price’s memory.  

The treasurer’s report, Hofstetter and Ardis Dobson reports were received.   Don mentioned that there was an adjustment to the report regarding dues, resulting in corrected numbers.  The reports were approved as presented. 

A cd in the Hofstetter account has come due and a cd in the general fund will come due in October.   Cds are now paying 1% per annum.  The investment company has suggested moving funds into a Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac account (which is paying 4-5% per annum and are federal obligations (not federally insured) for up to 2 and ½ years.  They would be invested in different accounts, for a total of 3 investments.  Don moved, Mike seconding, that we place 3 separate investments with either Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac, each investment not to exceed 2 and ½ years.  Motion carried. This would maximize yields in the current difficult economic climate

The car donations project suggested advertising in the Indianapolis Star (to cost $492 a week for 2-3 days advertising).  We dropped the Star because it was not producing profit; we paid more for the advertising than we received in donations. This would result in a separate 800 number, and the project would pay for the advertising.  The two accounts would be handled separately.  ACBI would not be liable for any loss.  The vehicle donation receipts have been down significantly nationwide, about 30%.   Don will get the assurance of zero liability in writing before we consider accepting this proposal.  
Mike moved that the Executive Committee have power to take action on Don’s finding for an additional car project phone number, Freddie seconding, subject to receiving satisfactory guarantee from the program operator that this would have no negative impact on our existing account.  Motion passed.
Don asked about the status of the car donation project on the web site; it is in the works.  Don then spoke about potential changes in the law about tax consequences.  He suggested that the board contact their Senators and Representatives to request that they sign on as a co-sponsor.  To date, no one from Indiana is on the bill as a co-sponsor.

Much time was spent in settling program and other details for the annual ACBI convention to be held in Indianapolis on October 30 and 31 at the Marten House.  

John has written the mayor’s office asking for his presence at the meeting Friday night and for a proclamation, since we are holding a state convention in Indianapolis. Eric Bridges, ACB director of governmental affairs (i.e. chief lobbyist) has agreed to speak twice, once on Friday evening when the ISBVI students are in attendance and on Saturday.  Dr. Mogk, an expert in macular degeneration, will be considered for the 2010 convention in South Bend (travel costs would be impacted positively).  The possibility of a staff member from the VA being requested to present was discussed.

Don received a call from William Dixon, an Americorp Vista employee at Bosma.  Part of his commitment to the program is to make presentations, which he has offered to do for ACBI.  Don also mentioned that the Hofstetter Grant Committee fund made a donation (half of an air fare ticket) to one of the 5 Hoosier finalists who went to the Braille Challenge in Los Angeles, and she would be willing to talk about her experience.  She is from Nappanee.

Tentative program would be:

Friday 

7:00 Mayor or representative, proclamation

Roll Call

Business meeting – nominating committee report

8:00 Eric Bridges

ISBVI

Social time

Saturday


9:00 Business meeting (secretary and treasurer reports; nominating committee and election)


Break?


10:00 Rachelle Smith, Braille Challenge student (15 minutes)


William Dixon (30 minutes)


11:00 Vendor introduction, visit exhibits


12:00 lunch

1:00 Exhibits


2:00 Eric Bridges


3:00 Program/doctor?


4:00 Program/adaptive physical therapy from Ball State University?


5:00 Adjourn
Confirmed vendors include”

CrossRoads

Vision Aide Systems

Bosma Enterprises

Leader Dogs

Indiana State Library

IRIS

ACBI Information table

Prevent Blindness (maybe information table)
Accomplish, Ltd. (sending information; financial planning software; vendor possible new member)

Imaginative Arts
SCAVI would like a booth

There is a large electronics convention in Chicago, which is why GW Micro will not be attending.  Don mentioned several other vendor possibilities, including Republic Air which has a very useful hands-on introduction to safety features.

The Speedway Museum tour on Friday afternoon was discussed.  Final details will be in the registration form.

Room rates are $79 a night, with 17% tax.  The luncheon menu was then chosen; a meat lasagna and a vegetarian lasagna.  The registration fee will remain at $25.  Don suggested that only beverages be purchased, as snacks are seldom totally consumed.  There are snack machines in the hotel, and the goody bags will contain snacks.  

Lynn gave the preliminary nominating committee report.  All the current officers are up for reelection.  John, president, and Mike, vice president are eligible to run for a 2nd and final term, and they have both agreed to do so.  Edie, secretary and Don, treasurer, do not have term limits and have both agreed to run again.  Russell McNeely can run for another term but has declined to do so.  Bob Easterling is eligible for another term and he will run.  Rita Kersh will run for another term.  John McAllister was suggested as a 3rd potential board member.  

Don and John will finalize the program and the registration form, intending to send it out by September 16 or so.

Lynn moved, Freddie seconding, the Board voted to explore possibilities for next year’s convention in South Bend over Friday evening and Saturday, September 17-18, 2010.  Don discussed prices, and mentioned that he was able to get a deal of $0 for the meeting room.  It is planned that we will announce location and cost details at this year’s convention.  
It was reported that we now have a working website in operation at http://www.acb-indiana.org.  Site content is still under development.  Interested readers may visit the site and send comments/suggestions to me at j73.huffman@comcast.net.  Once site contents are updated and formatted, this will become the new web home of ACBI.
Lynn mentioned that there was a potential new chapter in New Albany.  

John mentioned that he will begin holding telephone office hours with no specific agenda.  Mitch Pomerantz, current ACB president and other officers have done so.  John’s first one will be at 8 pm, Tuesday, September 29.  

Rita Kersh mentioned a publication she edits, called Good Cheer.  It is available in Braille, Large Print, via email and on disk.
It was decided not to hold the board meeting scheduled for Saturday, October 24.  Once new officers and Directors are elected, a schedule of quarterly meetings will be developed for 2010.

The meeting adjourned at 12:20 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Edythe Huffman, secretary
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