ACBI

Board Meeting 

teleconference
July 31, 2010
Members present were John Huffman, Don Koors, Gerry Koors, Sue L’Esperance, Mike Bowman, Connie Bowman, John McCallister, Dolly Sowder, Bashir Masoodi, Deanna Austin, Lynn Powers, Freddie Edwards, Rita Kersh, and Bob Easterling.  Members excused: Edie Huffman.  Paul Filpus, providing convention assistance, was unable to attend.

The Board approved corrected minutes from the April 24 meeting: 1) Mike Sowder and Sue L’Esperance are chapter representatives and board members.  2) Corrected spelling of Wendy Stepro’s last name.  3) Gerry Koors was not at the meeting with representatives from southern Indiana/New Albany in March, Adam and Carla Rushival were.  4) Joyce Masoodi (not Sue).  The minutes were approved as corrected, Don made the motion, Gerry seconding.
The treasurer’s report was received.  The July 29, 2010 balance in checking was $627.11, in savings $4,892.80, and in the Hillard Lyons accounts $38,006.83, with a total of $43,526.74.In June, $5,000 was re-invested at 4.5% (in bonds).  The Hofstetter report was given, listing a grant of $1,000.00, which was given in May.  The totals in the two funds were $18,284.52.  The Ardis Dobson report was received, with a typo corrected (January 1, 200 should be January 1, 2010.     The reports were received as presented. 

We have received $1004.00 in car donations as of July, consisting of 3 payments in 7 months.  A check of $406 is expected in August.  
John asked about the Hofstetter grant, which was to allow for an upgrade to the recipient’s computer system, to allow that person to continue to engage in community volunteer activities.

Angie Koors had mentioned a potential source of grant money, for which Don applied again recently (ACBI received $150 last year).  We did get approval to receive $300 in 2010, for Focus or the convention, from a Lutheran organization, with funds spent to be reimbursed.   
Dr. Mogk will come, per John’s confirmation.  John reported Edie Huffman’s confirmation of Bob Roe’s attendance as a presenter, discussing security systems and devices.
John has not yet received a response from the mayor’s office asking for his presence at the meeting Friday night and for a proclamation, since we are holding a state convention in South Bend. 
ISB students are not yet confirmed as attending.  Panelists include Vivian Schmucker, an office assistant; Kane Brolin, a financial planner; and Mike Niedbalski, a job placement recruiter from South Bend.  Morris Troyer, from Middlebury, a dispatcher, is not yet confirmed as a member of the panelist.
Tentative program would be:

Friday 

7:00 - Mayor or representative, proclamation

Roll Call

7:30 - Business meeting – nominating committee report

ISBVI/Visually impaired students South Bend area
8:45 - Bob Roe
9:00 - Social time

Saturday


9:00 Business meeting (secretary and treasurer reports; nominating committee and election)


Break

10:00 


11:00 Vendor introduction, visit exhibits


12:00 lunch

1:00 Exhibits


2:00 - 3:30 Dr. Mogk

3:30 – 3:45 

3:45 – 4:30 Julia Studebaker and Amy Shrock, from ADEC

4:30 – 5:00 Memorial service

5:00 Adjourn
Confirmed vendors include:
AccessABILITY, Inc.

Accomplish LTD

Bertrand Electronics

East Seals Crossroads Rehabilitation Center

EN-Vision America

GW Micro

Indiana State Library, information only

Lab Computers

Lakota Chapter, Sue L’Esperance

Leader Dogs for the Blind

Northern Indiana Independent Living Services

Scentsy Candles
The Tuesday Ladies, Sandy Lingenfelter

Gerry Koors will chair the nominating committee, to consist of Sue L’Esperance and John McCallister.  

Don then spoke about the accommodations. Room rates are $99 a night, with 13% tax.  We have to sign contracts with the hotel, the convention center, and the food catering service.  Reservation deadline is Sept. 3. Discussion ensued regarding tables, av equipment, skirting the tables for vendors, and paying for electric outlet use. Don suggested that only beverages be purchased, as snacks are seldom totally consumed.  Lemonade and coffee for Friday night will cost $32.50 a gallon each; it was decided to buy a gallon of lemonade; to be increased if there is a larger number of attendees. There will be water available.  Coffee will be available in the morning (1 gallon regular, 1 gallon decaf.)  Plated dinners are from $16.00 to $18.00 with hot and cold sandwiches.  The luncheon menu was then chosen; a hot sandwich, Teriyaki chicken breast and a vegetarian pocket (a cold sandwich).  The registration fee will remain at $25.  
It was agreed that $100 would be donated to Dr. Mogk’s clinic and her mileage and room will be paid, with an allowance for her dinner and breakfast.  Don encouraged people to donate door prizes and items for the goody bags.  He also mentioned that the caterer needs to get the preliminary figures for the luncheon fairly early.
Discussion ensued regarding website offer, which Edie will need to address as soon as possible.
Developments regarding possible new chapter in Jeffersonville/New Albany include a meeting Oct. 2; an organizing meeting.  John sent them information as to what they need to do to get started with ACBI.  John has no news about the possible chapter in Bloomington.  Don mentioned that she contacted him for information about former members in Bloomington.
2011 convention location was suggested in New Albany, especially if chapter is founded. Bob mentioned that the 2010 convention in South Bend was very expensive and he suggested that future conventions be held in less expensive venues. Discussion ensued regarding costs, various aspects to charges, multiple versus single contract.  It was decided that, all in all, costs do seem in line.
Discussion ensued regarding getting the ad for editor in the State Library newsletter.  Rita and Edie have both offered to serve as interim editor.  

The next meeting is scheduled for Oct. 23, 10 am, face to face, at the Indiana State Library, probably room 425; John will let people know.

Lakota Chapter is doing a dining in the dark event, March 13, 2011.  Sue will send information when it is finalized.  She mentioned that several affiliates have done that and that there is a step-by-step guide on the website for a Florida rehabilitation institute for the blind.  It was 50 pages long, with lots of information about sponsorships.  Don mentioned that Bosma had that event in June.
Circle City will do its picnic, Aug. 3 at the ISBVI.  They will have Autumn Gonzalez, the new Talking Book and Braille librarian, speak at the September meeting.  She will probably not be able to come to the convention.

Tom Bertrand will attend the meeting at Bedford, with products.
The meeting adjourned at 12:20 pm. (the recording ended abruptly, time was not available).
Respectfully submitted,

Edythe Huffman, secretary
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