ACBI Board Minutes 1/23/2010

The meeting was called to order at 10:08 am.  

Members present were Mike Bowman, Connie Bowman, John Huffman, Edie Huffman, John McCallister, Freddie Edwards, Don Koors, Gerry Koors, Dolly Sowder, Mike Sowder, Lynn Powers, Rita Kersh
Members excused were Bashir Masoodi, Deanna Austin, Bob Easterling, and Sue L’Esperance.

Guests present were Barbara Salisbury, Wendy Stepro, and Carrie Coulter.

The meeting started with discussion of the 2011 Convention and 2 potential new chapters, to allow the guests to report before the rest of the agenda.
2011 Convention

2 possible locations were discussed.  

The first is the Sheraton Riverside in Jeffersonville, IN.  It has 4 in-house restaurants and is located close to other restaurants, the steamboat museum and accessible transportation.  There is lots of meeting space and free wifi service.  

The second is the Holiday Inn (formerly Marriott) in Clarksville, IN.  It, too, has an in-house restaurant and lots of meeting space.  

Don will contact them for available dates, room rates, meeting space and audio-visual equipment.  A proposal is expected by January, so that the location and date can be approved.  Vision Expo is planned for the 4th weekend in September of 2011.

Carrie Coulter then delivered a report about VISION, the proposed chapter in southern Indiana. 

V=Visually

I=Impaired

S=Southern

I=Indiana

O=Outreach

N=Network

The first official meeting was October 2, with 12 in attendance, at the Red Cross building in Jeffersonville.  John and Edie Huffman also attended.  They are working on the charter, which they hope to present at the Nov. 6th meeting and will present interim officers.  They have received great community support.

Barbara Salisbury then spoke about the proposed Bloomington chapter.  There were 12 in attendance at their first meeting in August.  Dolly and Mike Sowder and Rita Kersh were able to attend.  

They have had interesting speakers and are working on a constitution, bylaws and a website.  They are also working on accessible medicine information at local pharmacies.  Several names have been proposed, including Hoosier Heartland chapter (which is not available as a website domain name), Heartland chapter and Stonecutters.  An email vote will be taken to choose a name.

The minutes of the July 31, 2010 meeting were approved as submitted.  
The financial reports were then discussed.  Don said the bank charge was really what had been spent; there are no bank charges.  Also, the convention expense over income was $146.67 (mostly because Dr. Lylas Mogk was not in attendance).  There were 40-45 registrations, and 34 lunches were purchased.  There were a record number of exhibits.  A $10,000 bond, at 4% interest, was purchased on Sept. 21, since there was free money in the account.  Don said we will have to put our name on the list to purchase additional bonds.  The treasurer’s report was approved as changed.

Since there is $5,391 in the Hofstetter government fund, Don has requested of Hillard Lyons that we be allowed to purchase a $5,000 bond for Hofstetter at 4% interest, when they can accommodate that request.  That report was received.
The Ardis Dobson fund report was made.  No one has yet made a request for funds.  Bosma does have funds to assist employees in pursuing additional education relating to their position.  Information is on the website.  That report was received.

The car project income as of September is $1,516.00.

The Lutheran group granted us $300, and Don has submitted the request for reimbursement.

The annual fundraising letter will be mailed out in Nov.  In 2008 and 2009, it generated $1,100 for the state, $700 for the local chapters.
The budget will be approved for calendar 2011 in January.  The committee to develop the budget will be Don Koors (chair), Dolly Sowder, and Don will ask Russell McNeely, who had been willing to serve in 2010.

The 2010 convention wrap-up ensued.  Edie thanked Gerry Koors for doing the minutes, due to Edie’s absence.  Gerry will get the minutes to her soon.  Don mentioned the difficulty of dealing with 3 different contractors.  Dr. Mogk would like to attend a future convention at no cost to ACBI – she missed due to a medical emergency.   Dolly asked if it was possible to require that the next big speaker have a back-up, and how that might be arranged.  Doctor Mogk had only asked for hotel and travel expenses; we were to pay a donation to her nonprofit, low vision group.  This has never happened before, and none of these expenses were paid.  Rita suggested that we invite her next year, with the same financial arrangements. 
John will send out a list of suggestions for themes which Sue L’Esperance had compiled a few years ago.  The field is open for additional themes and will be explored at the January meeting.  Planning for the 2011 convention will begin at the January meeting.  If anyone has ideas, email to all.

The Focus will be edited by Rita Kersh, on an interim basis.  The job announcement will be published in the State Library newsletter.  It has been proposed by Rita, that the newsletter be changed to one column, which John discussed with Don and Edie, and that will be the new format, except for the contact information, which will remain in 2 columns.  Rita offered to do the job indefinitely, if there would be proofreading help and if the board is pleased with her work.  John, Don and Edie will proofread the newsletter.

John reminded people that if they have anything they wish to publicize, they can send it to Edie for posting on the web site.
John talked about prescription drug legislation that was brought up in 2010, which bill did not get passed.  Something may be re-introduced.  Anna McClure of EN-VISION America is very interested in the legislation.  Barbara Salisbury met with Rep. Peggy Welch, a pharmacy representative and several lobbyists.  Discussion ensued about using the terms “technology” versus “methodology” to make drug information accessible.  Technology would make for a conflict of interest for lobbyists, vendors and pharmacies.  Methodology would allow for low-tech and in some cases, no useful drug information.  Various versions of the bill use different language. The new bill may use the word technology, just to allow for the most accessible information.
A pharmacy could purchase a ScripTalk to provide drug information, the consumer would purchase a home device.  The 2010 bill was heard but did not pass out of committee.  There was support from various groups.  Mike Bowman suggested working with one’s own pharmacy to get accessible information, as a grassroots advocacy effort.  It is an equal access issue; with the blind population being so small, every pharmacy would not be able to provide information.  To make it happen legislatively, ACBI and NFBI would need to work cooperatively.  John suggested that it would require a multi-track approach, grass-roots advocacy and legislative.  The Dept. of Veterans Administration buys the device for patients who qualify due to vision.  Discussion ensued.
John asked what the board’s role might be.  A committee would allow for various viewpoints to be represented.  John called for volunteers.  Barbara Salisbury will work with the committee, Wendy Stepro will be involved.  John Huffman will chair, John McCallister, Wendy and Barbara will serve as the working group.

The group thanked Barbara for her presentation and research.  It will be helpful if all people let the working group know about various efforts statewide.  John will publish information on the listserv.  
Wendy mentioned the wonderful emails she had received through the state listserv, including Peapod.

The 2011 meetings were set as follows:
Saturday, January 22, teleconference, 10:00 am EST
Saturday, April 30, face to face at the Indiana State Library, 10 AM EDT

Saturday, July 23, teleconference, 10:00 am EDT

Saturday, Oct. 29, face to face, Indiana State Library, 10 am EDT

The meeting adjourned at 12:10 pm.
